
Shebbear Community School – update for Friday 3rd July 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that you all continue to keep safe and well. It will be interesting to see how things pan out 

this weekend with the further relaxing of lockdown rules including the opening of pubs, cafes, 

restaurants and playgrounds. While infection rates in Devon remain low (thankfully), we still need to 

remain alert and ensure that pupils or family members showing Covid-19 symptoms are not be 

coming in to school in accordance with the latest government guidance. 

We were pleased to welcome back more pupils this week with our Year 2s, 3s, 4s and 5s all having 

reintegration visits. I think the children enjoyed them and it was lovely to see everyone back. We 

look forward to seeing them again next week. It means that over 90% of pupils have now returned 

to school in some form or other.  

Yesterday, the government published the guidance for the return of all schools in September. It is a 

long and very detailed document which we are currently digesting and beginning to start planning 

for. All pupils will be expected to return in September. It would be fair to say that I don’t believe the 

guidance was necessarily written with schools like Shebbear in mind and there will certainly be some 

challenges not least around issues such as staggered lunchtimes. What I can guarantee is that myself 

and the rest of the staff will approach this with the same positive mindset that we have approached 

the challenges of the last few months. I will update you as soon as possible. 

One year group that has had a 100% take up is Year 6. It means that Mrs Gough and the children are 

putting together a ‘virtual’ leavers’ assembly. This will take place on the last day of term – Tuesday 

21st July. More details to follow. On the previous day (Monday 20th July) we will be having our 

traditional Cup Assembly. Various end of year awards will be handed out (again virtually) and it will 

be an opportunity to celebrate the many achievements from across the school. We do therefore 

need to ask for the cups from last year back ASAP and by Wednesday 15th July at the latest. 

At the end of next week, we will be sending home the children’s end of year reports. For those 

pupils in school at various points in the week, they will be taken home when they are in. For those 

not, they will be sent by post.  

We were pleased that our new reception pupils had their first transition meeting on Monday via 

Zoom. We have further meetings each week between now and the end of term along with some 

physical visits to the school at the start and end of the summer holidays. 

With the easing of the lockdown, some of you may be thinking about booking a summer holiday. 

Don’t forget that the summer term ends on Tuesday 21st July with the autumn term starting on 

Monday 7th September. We have two non-pupil days on the preceding Thursday and Friday. After 

such a long break from school for many of the children, it will be essential that everyone is here for 

the start of term. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Nick Alford 

Headteacher 


