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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope that those who attended, enjoyed the turning of the Devil’s Stone on Tuesday evening. Lexi 
and Dean did an excellent recount of the event during whole school assembly on Wednesday 
afternoon. They were very confident in doing this and able to remember the key information as well 
as telling us some of the theories behind the history of the ceremony. 
 
Speaking in public can be quite a daunting challenge so I was impressed by how well they both did 
this. I have mentioned previously about supporting the children to improve their levels of confidence 
not least when talking to others (including people who are less familiar to them). As part of this 
process, one of our governors is working with the Year 2 and 3 children on Friday afternoons this 
term. Mrs Kirby, who is a retired teacher, is working with the children to develop their 
communication skills when speaking to others.  
 
They will be working on skills such as reading aloud, reciting poems and being able to respond 
confidently when asked a question. I think it will be a really useful and worthwhile programme and 
we will hopefully be able to extend the opportunities to others during the year. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
 
 
Mr Alford  
Headteacher               

 
Achievement Assembly:  Awards were given this week to: 

 Reggie in Panda for improvements in his writing stamina 

 Casey in Panda for excellent reasoning in maths and for finding patterns 

 Ryan in Koala for his consistently positive attitude to learning 

 Archie in Teddy for excellent learning in maths 

 Darcie in Teddy for her excellent effort to learn her phonics sounds 
 
There is an open invitation for parents/carers to attend our achievement assembly on Mondays at 
3.10pm. 
 
Theatre Alibi: On Wednesday afternoon, the children will be treated to a production of the Michael 
Morpurgo story, I believe in Unicorns. I hope they all enjoy it. 



Remembrance Day: Thanks to those who have got back to me about Sunday’s wreath laying 
ceremony. I will meet you at the war memorial at 10.40am (don’t forget school uniform so people 
know who you are). Any others are welcome to join us on the day. Next Monday on Armistice Day 
itself, we will be having a whole school assembly followed (weather permitting) by a walk to the war 
memorial in the village to observe the two minute silence. 
 

Children in Need: This takes place next Friday. We will be organising a cake sale so need donations 
of cakes/cookies etc. Ideally, these need to be brought in to school by Thursday. Please avoid using 
nuts/nut based ingredients. The children will need to bring in some money to buy their cake. We are 
suggesting 50p per cake to keep it simple and they will be sold at morning break. Any cakes that are 
left over will be sold after school. To make some room for their cake, we are doing a ‘Morning Move’ 
at 9am on the same day. This is going to be a national link up of schools who will all be doing a short 
exercise class together. As it is via a video link, we can’t be late so the bell will go at 8.55am sharp on 
Friday to allow time to register and get limbered up. It would be lovely to have some donations on 
top of the cake money which can be sent on to CIN.  
 

Pupil Wellbeing: As part of our drive to help improve the wellbeing of our children, Mrs Gough has 
recently undergone training in using the Boxall profile. This is a way of assessing children's needs and 
looking at ways to help them. We are keen to use this system across the school. If you have any 
questions please ask. 
 

Online Safety: Please see attached information about online safety which you may find useful. This 
is a follow up to the recent presentation, which I know some of you attended, at Holsworthy 
Community College. 
 

SSSG News: Thanks to those who came along to the meeting on Wednesday. Planning for the 

Christmas Fair on the 5th December is well underway. A few more adult helpers would be really 

appreciated. Please let us know if you can help. 
 

Netball: Good luck to the netball team who are back in action on Monday afternoon. They play 

Bluecoats at GTS with a 4.30pm start time. 
 

Mini Bus Training: Congratulations to Mrs Evans and Mrs Fuller who have this week, respectively, 

successfully passed their refresher training (Mrs Evans) and minibus driving test (Mrs Fuller). 
 

Knowledge Organisers: Thanks to everyone who spent time looking at the information sheet about 

the Gunpowder Plot. Mrs Fuller, who did an assembly on this on Tuesday, was really impressed by 

how much the children had learnt and remembered.  
 

School Information: Hopefully you have received the school information sheets this week that were 
circulated for checking (if not please let the office know). Any changes to your details need to be 
updated and returned ASAP. Thanks.  
 

Parents of children with SEN:  Please find below a message from Devon County Council, who are 
seeking the views of parents of children with SEN. 
 

‘We’re working on improving the information available for parents of children and young people 
with special educational needs and disabilities and would like to know more about their experience 
of using the Devon SEND Local Offer website for advice and support.  Please follow this link to 
complete the survey  SEND Local Offer Website Survey ‘                  
 

                          

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gzehjWjLP0S7S5l_d_1b-wAqPJID5utBgTmrsqZ9IfhUNzU5V1ZOUTlNS0pFWjVXVVhOUE5QWFBWWCQlQCN0PWcu

