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Newsletter – Friday 7th June 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope that you all had a lovely half term break and the children feel refreshed and re-charged for the last 
stretch of the school year. It’s a busy half term with lots going on right up to the 25

th
 July when we break up for 

the summer holidays. I am keen for the children to stay focussed and continue working hard during their 
lessons. Given it’s an eight week half term, it represents a fifth of the whole school year so I want to maximise 
the learning opportunities.  
 
I mentioned a few weeks back that we are having a real push on developing children’s knowledge. I said that 
having a good level of knowledge will really support the children in all aspects of the curriculum. There are 
often quite marked differences between what different children do and don’t know. As an example, I led an 
assembly this week about the D-Day 75

th
 anniversary (more on this below). I showed a picture from the 

commemorations and was surprised by the number of children who couldn’t recognise the Queen. Even fewer 
knew who Prince Charles was although more knew Donald Trump! It is always worth trying to point out these 
things whenever the opportunity arises. Children are naturally quite inquisitive and love learning new things. 
Knowing things can give a real sense of pride and a good level of respect amongst their peers.  
 
With this in mind, I have put up some new ‘knowledge stops’ dotted around the school with snippets of 
information on each one for them to hopefully learn, if they don’t already know it. They range from things like 
the days of the week, to capital cities and families of musical instruments. I’ll try to highlight one each week on 
the newsletter for you to chat about at home. For this week I’ll leave you with the photo of the Queen and 
others to have a look at and discuss. 
 

                                        
 

Have a great weekend – hopefully we will see lots of you at the family quiz on Saturday evening! 

 

Mr Alford  

Headteacher               

                                                
  
 



Awards: No awards given this week, as it was the start of term. Achievement assembly will return on 
Monday with parents invited to join us from 3.10pm. 
 
Family Quiz: Tomorrow evening (Saturday) sees the SSSG family quiz. It’s a 6pm start with doors 
open from 5.30pm in the village hall. It’s not too late to enter and although some teams have 
already signed up, it is still possible to come on the day. It should be a fun evening of quizzing and 
the children can come too so no need for a babysitter! There will be refreshments available and I 
look forward to seeing lots of you there. 
 
Cllr Parsons Visit: On Wednesday morning we welcomed Cllr Parsons who represents our local area 
on Devon County Council. He was joined by Mr Clark, who lives next to the school and is a Shebbear 
Parish Councillor. I was able to show them around the school and we discussed projects such as the 
reading garden and possible sources of funding for the school. Cllr Parson agreed to take part in a 
Shebbear version of ‘Question Time’ answering a variety of questions from Koala Class children and 
members of the School Council. He answered questions varying from why he became a councillor, 
what he does in this role, his views on Brexit, who the next Prime Minister may be and what he 
would ask Donald Trump if he came over for a cup of tea! It was an entertaining and informative 
session which he and the children enjoyed. Hopefully, it may spark a new interest in politics amongst 
the children. 
 
D-Day Assembly: As I mentioned earlier, I led an assembly on Thursday about the 75th anniversary of 
the D-Day landings. I spoke to the children about what happened and why the commemorations 
have been taking place and the importance of remembering the sacrifice so many gave. We had a 
moment of silent reflection at the end and the children were very respectful. 
 
The Whitsun Word-a-Day Challenge: We have had a good response to this so thank you to everyone 
who has sent back their words. They have been some fantastic words and it’s been great hearing 
some of the children explaining their choices. Hopefully it will encourage some of the children to 
look for more new words and use them in their writing. Mrs Evans has been collecting the sheets 
ahead of making a display of some of the choices. Monday is the last day to submit your sheets to be 
entered in to the raffle for a prize and to earn a certificate. 
 
House T-Shirts: We have had a near 100% take up on the house t-shirt offer. The shirts have been 
ordered and should be here ready for Sports’ Day on the 19th June. I think the children will all look 
very smart! 
 
Swimming:  A reminder that today was the last session for the existing group and from next Friday 
14th June the Year 6 and some Year 5 children will be having their turn.   Letters are being sent home 
via pupil-post today.  If you are not sure if your child is swimming then please contact the school 
office. 
 
Halwill Football Tournament: We played our first two matches in this four week, end of season, 
tournament held at Halwill Football Club. Unfortunately, we didn’t get off to the best possible start 
losing against the hosts and the Holsworthy Federation. We did score a couple of goals in the second 
game and the team continue to improve. We play again on Tuesday with Clawton being our next 
opponents. 
 
Tomato Plants: Gardening club will be selling tomato plants (standard salad and cherry varieties). 
They will be available next Monday at a cost of 50p a plant.   
                                          



Reception (New Intake) Tea Party:  This took place on Wednesday after school. We have six children 
starting in September and all of the children (along with their parents) came along to hear Mrs Fuller 
and Mrs Wood talk about what they can expect, have a tour of the school and enjoy some snacks 
and a play. The following day we welcomed the children back for the first of a series of induction 
visits this term. We have increased the number of visits this year with the children coming in every 
week between now and the end of term. They are alternating the visits between Tuesdays and 
Thursdays so the children get to know both teachers. I’m pleased to say that the children all seem 
lovely and I am sure they will have a successful time ahead. Little Bears have an open day next 
Tuesday for parents who may wish to send their children to the pre-school. 
 
SSSG Meeting: The SSSG are meeting next Wednesday at 2.30pm at school. Everyone is welcome. 

Teddy Class Trip: On Monday, children from Teddy class are having a trip to the Burton Gallery in 
Bideford to see the exhibition of James Ravilious and Roger Deakins photographs of North Devon. 
Full report next week. 

Dinner Money:  If you would like to pay for this half term, then the sum of £80.50 is due.  For those 
children on Year 6 transition, you may like to deduct the number of days (£2.30 per day) in order to 
ensure that you don't pay too much.  Cheques payable to 'Devon County Council' please. 
 
Holsworthy Activity Days: Please see the attachment for details of activity days being run during the 
summer holidays. They may be of interest to you not least if you are looking for summer holiday 
childcare options. 
 
                                                           
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                                           

                         

 

                          


