
 

Celebrating Learning Together 

Shebbear Community School 

Newsletter – Friday 7th February 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Last week we were pleased to welcome Demelza Annison from an organisation called 
Resource Futures. She led an assembly and worked with Teddy and Koala classes. In both 
cases she was focussing on the importance of re-cycling our waste. She made the point that 
we have a finite supply of resources in the world and if we are not careful, many of these 
will eventually run out. She also talked about the environmental damage landfill sites are 
causing and the children were very struck by this. She explained that lots of new products 
can be made by re-cycling old ones and Koala class were very interested to learn that new 
technology is being used to re-cycle disposable nappies in to roof tiles. Hopefully the 
children have been suitably inspired to help out at home and become champion re-cyclers. 
 
On Tuesday at assembly, Mrs Fuller spoke to the children about Greta Thunberg and her 
work in raising awareness (particularly amongst children) of global warming . We have been 
using our assemblies to look at a range of themes that tackle various subjects including 
different faiths and moral dilemmas. We are also trying to use topical events and significant 
figures to support this and increase the children’s general knowledge. 
 
As mentioned previously, it has been Children’s Mental Health week. The theme has been 
‘Find your Brave’ with the children being encouraged to consider the things that make them 
worry, cause anxiety or may cause them to be scared. These might include starting a new 
club, learning to ride a bike, starting secondary school, doing a test or exam or going on a 
rollercoaster. It may be worth following up these ideas at home and discussing any 
strategies you could work together on to overcome any anxieties they may have. Working 
with children, it’s amazing how (what may seem like) small, insignificant things can prey on 
the children’s mind. As adults, we often worry too and all have different ways and methods 
to deal with it. Children usually need that extra bit of guidance and the reassurance that 
things rarely turn out as badly as we think they will and there’s always someone there to 
help them. 
 
Have a good weekend.  
 
Mr Alford     
Headteacher         



Achievement Assembly:  Awards were given this week to: 

 Beau in Teddy for his recall of facts about Queen Elizabeth the First 

 Tommy in Teddy for using his phonics knowledge when writing 

 James in Panda for having high expectations of himself when creating sentences 

 Annie in Panda for listening well in class and always being ready to ask a question 
which helps extend her knowledge 

 Kinga in Koala received a citizenship award for showing kindness to others 

 Don’t forget that all parents and carers are very welcome to attend our achievement 
assembly on a Monday afternoon starting at 3.10pm. 

 
 

Knowledge Stop:  The force of gravity pulls objects towards the Earth. It means 

that we don’t just float off in to space. It was discovered by the scientist Sir 

Isaac Newton who realised gravity existed after he was hit on the head by an 

apple! 
Parents’ Evenings: There is still time to sign up for a parent consultation next week. The 

sign-up sheets are in the school front lobby. 

Please note that there will be no Film Club next Monday (10th February) or on the first 

Monday back after half term (24th February).  There will be no Fun With Numbers Club 

next Tuesday or Football Practice on Thursday either. 

Shebbear Sport: There were mixed results for our school teams this week. The netball team 

lost their latest match in the Torrington league against Bluecoats. The football team fared 

better the next day at the GTS inter school tournament. Of the five matches played, 

Shebbear won one, drew three and lost one (which was against West Croft who went on to 

win the tournament). Our best performance was against Bradworthy who we beat 4 – 1. 

Rotary Club Quiz: The school quiz team was in action on Wednesday evening in the first 

round of the inter school quiz. Unfortunately, we were unable to repeat our win of 12 

months ago and were sixth in our heat. The quizzing was of a high standard and the point 

differential between first and last was fairly narrow. The winners on the night were North 

Tawton who will go to the final next week along with the runners up, South Tawton. Well 

done to our team of Emily, Lily, James and Ryan.      

World Book Day: This takes place on Thursday 5th March 2020. We will be celebrating  by 

inviting the children to dress up as their favourite character, in their pyjamas or even just 

come in school uniform! 

Teddy class are opening up their classroom for parents and carers to come in from 8.30am 
to share a story with their children.  All year groups are also welcome to come in with an 
adult to join in this experience too. 
 

 



Sport Relief: On Friday 13th March (Sport Relief Day) we would like to take part in the Sport 

Relief mile.  Obviously walking would be incredibly boring, so we would like to invite the 

children to raise a small amount of sponsorship to scoot, skateboard, dance, hoverboard or 

space-hop a mile to school in the morning. The children will need to be dropped off at a 

designated place where the staff will take over and make sure they have a great (but safe) 

time getting to school that morning.  Parents are more than welcome to come on the 

journey with us! After half term, more details will be given and we will then need to know 

who is intending to take part so that we adhere to the correct staffing ratios. 

We have tried to make fundraising a little easier by setting up the page below which you can 
share far and wide.  Paper sponsorship forms will also be available. Donating to our Just 
Giving page is easy - just follow this link and click ‘Donate’. Just Giving sends your donation 
straight to Sport Relief so it’s a quick and safe way to donate. 
 
http://www.justgiving.com/owner-email/pleasesponsor/shebbearscoottoschool  
 
Mrs Evans 
 
Grandparents’ Day: This will be taking place on Wednesday 18th March. Grandparents of 

our pupils will be invited to visit the school that morning to see some of the children’s work. 

More details to follow after half term. 

Half Term: The half term holiday starts in one week from now. School will be closed for the 

w/c 17th February and re-open on Monday 24th February (no non-pupil day after the break). 

Shebbear College are running some outdoor adventure days on the Thursday and Friday of 

that week. More details can be found by phoning 01409 282000 or by picking up a leaflet 

from the front lobby area of the school. 

Saying of the Week: Hopefully these are causing some good discussions at home. This week 

the saying is, ‘A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush’.               

Pre-school Valentine’s Disco: Please see the attached flier about the forthcoming disco in 

aid of Little Bears pre-school. It takes place on Friday the 14th of February in the Village Hall 

starting at 4.30pm. Children of all ages are welcome to attend. 
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