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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome back to school after the summer break. I hope that you had a good holiday and were able to spend 
time together as a family. The children have settled in well and have made a good start to the school year. The 
teachers have been setting out their expectations for the year ahead not least that children are ready to learn 
each day and will work hard in all they do. We want the children to achieve the very best that they can.  
 
I spoke to the children about this during assembly on Wednesday. I used the example of the Mr Men character 
‘Mr Clever’. I told the children that people are rarely naturally ‘more clever’ than someone else. What makes 
the difference is how people apply themselves to their work and their desire to do well. Hopefully all of our 
children will adopt a positive attitude to their learning as they move through the school year and achieve well 
every lesson …. every day. 
 
One of our targets for this year is to increase the confidence of children. I remember being quite shy as a child, 
particularly around adults. We are encouraging the children to always respond appropriately when talking to 
others and looking for opportunities to speak publically. I think these are key skills which will help the children 
in the future. 
 
Wishing all our Shebbear families a successful school year ahead. 
 
Mr Alford  
Headteacher               
 
Achievement Assembly: Don’t forget that parents and carers are welcome to join us on Monday afternoons at 
3.10pm for our achievement assembly. This is the opportunity to celebrate the good work going on in school 
and watch some of the children receive award certificates. Please sign in at the school office and we look 
forward to seeing lots of you there. 
 
Housekeeping: The start of term is a good time to remind ourselves of a few things: 

- A staff member is normally on the playground ay 8.45am so children should not be left unattended 
before this time 

- Class teachers are always happy to discuss things with parents. The end of school is normally the best 
time to catch them. Failing this, contact the school office. The teachers are also on the playground 
before school on the following days:  Monday – Mrs Fuller; Tuesday – Mrs Gough; Wednesday – Mrs 
Evans; Thursday – Mrs Wood. I try to be out there every day and I’m always happy to chat or pass on 
a message. 

- Do take care with parking and driving around the school. We did have a couple of incidents last year. 
We are fortunate being able to use the village hall car park but do need to be considerate in how we 
park and also ensure the safety of all those walking through it 



- If your child is going to be absent, we do ask that you let the school office know. We routinely 
undertake a ‘first day absence’ call if children are away but it’s easier if you can let us know the full 
details 

- On the subject of attendance ….. remember that children should only ever be away from school if 
they are ill, have an appointment or very exceptional circumstances. Holidays should not be taken 
during term time and they are only authorised if the circumstances are exceptional 

- Do check when children have PE so they have their kit in school on the appropriate days. The children 
should wear their coloured house t-shirt and plain shorts for PE lessons. 

- Do let us know in good time where possible if collection arrangements are changing. We can only 
allow children to be collected by other parents if we have your permission 

- We try to keep the website updated and this should have the information you need day to day (term 
dates, lunch choices etc.). We are compiling  a date list for the year ahead which will be sent to you 
shortly 

 

New Curriculum and Marking/Feedback Policy:  As you may recall from previous notes here, there is going to 
be a much greater emphasis in all schools on the curriculum offered. In particular there is a move to widen the 
curriculum (particularly in Key Stage 2) so it doesn’t focus unduly just on maths and English. For younger 
children there will continue to be a strong focus on developing good reading skills and fluency in maths. For all 
children the emphasis is on developing a strong base of knowledge through the study of subjects such as 
science, history, RE etc. The principle is that children will gain ‘cultural capital’ which will support them now 
and in the future. Combined with this we have amended our marking policy so that there is a much greater 
focus on feeding back to children during the lesson rather than through marking in books at the end of the day 
and giving them back to the children the next day. Research indicates that the immediate ‘at the time’ 
feedback is more effective in bringing around improvements. It will mean that the books have less marking in 
them but hopefully it will support improved progress. 
 
Curriculum Maps: Do have a look at these which have been sent to you. They give you an idea of what the 
children will be covering this term. It is really useful to talk about these things at home and direct the children 
to help them gain extra knowledge on the topic. 
 

Education City: Hopefully the children have received a log in for this online resource. We have a free 
subscription for a year so are keen to use it and evaluate how well it supports the children both at home and 
school (it can be used as an in school teaching resource). Please let your class teacher know if you have any 
technical problems and any feedback on it will be welcome. 
 

School Dinner Money:  All children in Year 3 and above have to pay for school dinners.  Dinners are £2.30 per 
day and should be received in advance, preferably at the beginning of each week.  Some parents prefer to pay 
half termly and this comes to £75.90 for every day this half term.  If it is easier, and your child has it on an ‘as 
and when’ basis, you may like to let Mrs Hawker have an amount (for example £20/£30) and she will then 
notify you when you run out with cheques being made payable to ‘Devon County Council’. 
 

After School Clubs:  Are starting next week (except for Football Club which starts today).  The children will be 
bringing home paper copies of the after school club letter today and I would remind you that we do need 
these returned and signed with your permission before we can allow your child to attend.  I would like to say a 
big thank you to all the staff and volunteers who run these clubs weekly – it is very much appreciated. 
 

Volunteers to Hear Readers: We are having a push to recruit some volunteers who are prepared to come in to 
school to hear some of the children read. This really helps the children progress but is hard to manage in the 
normal school day. All those volunteering in school would need to undertake a DBS check. Please let the school 
office know if you may be interested. 
 

SSSG Annual General Meeting: This will be taking place on Wednesday 18
th

 September at 2.30pm (in the 
school hall). This is a really important group in school who raise lots of money. New members are always 
welcome so hopefully many of you will be able to attend. 
 

Summer Reading Challenges: Well done to all of the children who took part in the summer reading challenge 
at their local library or the one organised in school, where children had to write a review of a book they have 
read.                  


