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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I’m sure you heard the very sad news at the weekend about the untimely death of the 
basketball player Kobe Bryant. He died, alongside his daughter and the other occupants of 
the helicopter he was flying in. I must confess that basketball has never been a game that I 
have shown much interest in and my main experience was playing (badly) during PE lessons 
when I was at school myself. However, I did read a interesting article about him this week 
and the fact he held an unusual record. As well as being a prolific scorer he also held the 
NBA record for most missed attempts at goal. It helped that he played for a long period of 
time but also because he was an attacking player and was never afraid to shoot. He would 
often attempt long range shots and take risks in a way that other players wouldn’t even 
think about. He backed his on court play with lots of practise and was always ready to help 
the younger players in his LA Lakers team.  
 
Finding out more about him makes you realise why he was such an important role model for 
so many young people in the US. He exemplified many of the qualities that we try to instil in 
the children at Shebbear. He worked hard at his game, putting in lots of practise. He was 
never afraid to take risks and understand that getting things wrong is not a bad thing – just a 
way to learn. He tried to help others and from what I can gather, and despite his great 
wealth and status, he remained kind and thoughtful towards others regardless of who they 
were. A real role model indeed and a great loss!  
 
As I mentioned in the last newsletter, Monday marks the start of Children’s Mental Health 
Week. The well-being of children and young people is paramount to us all. The world in 
which we all now live, coupled with the advent of social media, means more young people 
than ever are suffering with anxiety and feelings of negativity about themselves. During the 
week the children will have the chance to undertake some activities to explore this matter 
further. The key thing is ensuring the children know that there is always somewhere there 
to share their concerns whether it be at school or at home. Please follow the link for more 
details: https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/ 
 
Have a good weekend.  
 
Mr Alford             

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/


Achievement Assembly:  Awards were given this week to: 
 Libby in Teddy for showing perseverance and determination with her writing  

 Solomon in Teddy for using his phonics skills to help him when writing a story 

 Bethany in Panda for gaining her pen licence  

 Ella for practising skills such as times tables and spellings at home 

 Emily for her excellent listening every lesson, every day 

 Owen, Ryan and Toby all received prizes for being the winners of the maths week 
challenge competition 37 is the answer, what is the question? 

 Don’t forget that all parents and carers are very welcome to attend our achievement 
assembly on a Monday afternoon starting at 3.10pm. 

 

SSSG Meeting: The next meeting of the SSSG takes place on Wednesday 5th February at 7.30pm. 

The venue is the Devil’s Stone Inn. 

100 Club Winners: These are latest lucky winners - 1st Sam Herridge  £25, 2nd Ed Fox   £15, 3rd 

Sallie-ann Salter  £10 

Knowledge Stop:  The six most followed religions in the World are Christianity,  

                    Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism and Judaism.  
 

Parents Evenings: These will be taking place next week. Please look out for the sign-up 

sheets which will be in the front lobby area from early next week. 

Shebbear in action next week: Good luck to the various Shebbear teams in action next 

week. The netball team have a match on Monday after school, the football team are taking 

part in a tournament on Tuesday morning and our quiz team have their Rotary Club 

competition on Wednesday evening. Good luck to them all. 

Saying of the Week: Hopefully you had the chance to discuss the meaning of the sayings 

mentioned on here last week. I had a few people give me some examples of ‘What goes 

around, comes around’ which mainly involved being mean to a brother or sister and getting 

their comeuppance at a later date ( I remember many such occasions myself!). This week’s 

saying is ‘To steal someone’s thunder’. Again, I hope you will have chance to discuss it at 

home and I look forward to talking to the children about it next week. 

Year R and 6 Height and Weight checks:  You may recall some time ago we sent out 

information about this annual collection of data.  This is just to let you know that the school 

nurse will be visiting us on Monday afternoon to do this. 

Free to a good home: If you can make use of our PE mat trolley, please let us know. The 

new maths we have bought are a different size. Maybe someone else can make use of it?         

                                       
 
 

 

 



 

 

                                           

                         

 

                          


