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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I came across this article the other day. It reports that Devon provides the best quality of life in all of 
England and Wales. It is hard to dispute this with the beautiful countryside and beaches close at 
hand. As someone who swapped the city for a return to the rural living, I can certainly feel the 
different pace of life and how people just have a bit more time for each other! However, I am still 
keen to ensure the children at Shebbear don’t miss out on the opportunities their urban peers enjoy. 
I think I have mentioned previously that we are looking at our school curriculum and how we can 
ensure we support the children in being well prepared for the next stage of their education. I make 
no apologies for trying to encourage high expectations of all the children at Shebbear and pushing 
them to achieve the absolute best that they can. Regardless of what children want to do in the 
future, having a good education and doing well at school will always give them the best possible 
start in life and ensure the widest number of options are open to them. 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/apr/28/thriving-places-index-devon-tops-quality-of-
life-study 
I’d love to be saying something about the very warm and sunny weather we’ve been having – sadly 
we haven’t, so I won’t. Hopefully it won’t be long until that is the case and as such you may find this 
article of interest: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-48055725 
I have no issue with boys (or girls) wearing smart school type shorts during the summer term. I’ve 
seen a few summer dresses which look nice too. I would suggest checking the labels on any clothes 
they are wearing. The lost property box always expands to bursting point once the sun arrives 
(particularly jumpers which have been taken off at playtime). 
 
Have a great bank holiday weekend. 
 
Mr Alford  

Headteacher               
                                                
  
Awards: These children all received awards: 

 Jago in Panda for using good punctuation in his writing. 

 Macy in Koala for making such a positive start to life at Shebbear School 

 James in Koala for his good use of writing skills 

 Annie W and Hannah in Teddy for great instructional writing on making a strawberry 
milkshake 

Christie were this week’s house points winners. 
                               

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/apr/28/thriving-places-index-devon-tops-quality-of-life-study
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/apr/28/thriving-places-index-devon-tops-quality-of-life-study
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-48055725


Years 3 and 4 Residential: On Monday our lower juniors headed off to Rock and rapid in North Devon 

for two days of action and adventure. They enjoyed trying out activities such as abseiling and rock 

climbing. Lots of children went well beyond their ‘comfort zone’ trying things they never thought 

they could actually do. Thankfully they all survived and enjoyed the experience. There were certainly 

lots of tired looking children by the time they returned on Tuesday afternoon. Thanks to Miss 

Andrew for both organising the visit and leading the group ably assisted by Miss Curtis. Likewise, 

thanks to Mr Hutton for driving the mini-bus (kindly lent to us by Shebbear College).   

Working Party on Saturday: At 10am tomorrow we have a working party meeting at school to start 

doing some clearing of the school site. This is ahead of developing our new reading garden. We 

really want to clean up the paths (so thanks for the two offers of power washers), trim back some of 

the bushes and trees and use the skip which has been ordered to clear any unwanted items. It will 

run from 10am to 1pm and everyone is welcome.  

One thing we could really do with (not necessarily on Saturday) is someone with a bit of knowledge 

around landscaping (maybe a landscape gardener you may know?). We want someone to cast a 

professional eye over the ideas for the reading garden and to advise us on what can and can’t be 

done. Please let the school know if this person could be you or someone you know. 

SSSG Meeting: This took place on Wednesday with the main item being the reading garden project 

(see above). We also discussed the family quiz which is coming up on the 8th June so please put the 

date in your diary. While you’re there you can also pencil in the 5th December for the Christmas Fair. 

There is a table top sale coming up on the 18th of May and the SSSG will be running a second hand 

book stall. If you have an unwanted books (for children or adults) please feel free to donate them. 

Vintage Tea: There is a vintage tea taking place at the village hall next Saturday (11th May) from 2pm. 

The organisers have very kindly agreed to give half of the proceeds to our reading garden project. As 

a result it would be great if anyone wanted to donate a cakes, savouries etc. Thanks in anticipation. 

Cricket: The All Stars Cricket coach came in on Monday to work with our Reception, Year 1 and Year 

2 children. He introduced them to the joys of cricket which the children enjoyed. I know that lots of 

children have already signed up to the programme at their local club. There is still time to do so 

(although I know that demand has been high at Hatherleigh CC) using this link: 

https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars?&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIrq_xu8Dt4QIV-

BXTCh0HxAquEAAYASAAEgLHS_D_BwE 

Halwill Football Tournament: We have been invited to take part in the Halwill summer football 

tournament starting on the 4th June and lasting for four consecutive Tuesday evenings (6pm kick off 

each time). As it is outside normal school activities, Mrs Page has kindly agreed to coordinate things. 

Please let her know, if you are interested in your child taking part. 

Saints South West: Is anyone free next Friday afternoon (3.30pm – 4.30pm) to been a volunteer 

helper at after school football? It will be a one off but please let the school know if you can help (you 

will need to have an up to date DBS check). 

Bottle Tops Needed: Mrs Recycle was back in on Wednesday. She led an assembly then worked with 

the Teddy class children. She made a further plea for bottle tops for the mural she want to produce 

with the children. She needs about a thousand (so we’re about 900 short at the moment).                         
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