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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Thanks for today’s donations for our Christmas fair which takes place next Thursday. I think the 
children enjoyed wearing their own clothes for the day although as a parent, it makes you realise 
how much easier it is just sending them off in their school uniform! Please see item below about the 
arrangements for the Christmas fair including end of school collection. 
 
Your child should have brought home a guide to hearing them read at home. Hopefully you will find 
it useful. The aim is to give you a few ideas on when you are hearing them read and the sorts of 
things we are doing at school. I know I have said this before but reading really is the lynchpin to 
everything the children do in school. The better their reading is, the more they will be able to learn 
across the curriculum. It’s a fundamental life skill but most importantly (and I appreciate this can be 
a hard sell for some) reading is a really enjoyable activity and something we can enjoy for a life time.  
 
I was at a course earlier this week and they were talking about the power of practice. They cited the 
examples of the footballer Lionel Messi and the singer Ariana Grande and the fact that they are both 
really good at what they do, not by luck but by doing lots of practice. The same principle applies to 
reading so the more we can encourage them read, the better they will get. Your support will make 
such a big difference too and we really appreciate the reading you do with the children at home 
including noting it in the reading diary.  
 

                                            
 
You may also want to have a read of this article which has more ideas about helping the children at 
home with their reading with a link at the end to a downloadable guide. 

https://www.pearson.com/uk/learners/primary-parents/learn-at-home/help-your-child-to-
enjoy-reading/why-is-reading-so-important.html 
 
Have a great weekend – enjoy your reading!  

Mr Alford  
Headteacher               

 

https://www.pearson.com/uk/learners/primary-parents/learn-at-home/help-your-child-to-enjoy-reading/why-is-reading-so-important.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/learners/primary-parents/learn-at-home/help-your-child-to-enjoy-reading/why-is-reading-so-important.html


Achievement Assembly:  Awards were given this week to: 

 Sienna in Koala for ambitious punctuation choices 
 James in Panda for his informative safari guide 
 Beau in Teddy for fantastic story writing and excellent concentration 
 Darcie in Teddy for always being ready to learn. She listens well and works hard 

 
There is an open invitation for parents/carers to attend our achievement assembly on Mondays at 
3.10pm. 
 
Knowledge Stops: Here are a couple more knowledge stops to talk over at the weekend. 

 

Each country in the world has a capital city. For the UK it is London. Other capital cities 

are: France – Paris, Italy – Rome, Spain – Madrid, USA – Washington DC, China – Beijing, India – New 

Delhi, Egypt – Cairo. Do you know any more? 

The Second World War lasted from 1939-1945.  During this time, the Prime Ministers in Britain were 

firstly Neville Chamberlain then Winston Churchill and finally Clement Atlee. 

 

 

 
                                   
 
The Travelling Book Fair: If you have been in to the school lobby, you can’t help but have seen the 
book fair. There is a fantastic selection of books and gift items. It will be open from 9 to 9.30am and 
then again from 3 to 3.30pm until the 10th December so you can get those all important Christmas 
gifts.  The children will be completing a wish list when they visit during the school day so look out for 
this!  It will also be open during the Christmas fair and the Tuesday morning Christmas performance. 

 

                                                                                            
   
After School Clubs:  Just to confirm that my Thursday Football club and Craft club have now finished 
for this term.  There will be no Zumba club next Friday 6th December and Netball club will run on 
Wednesday 4th December and Monday 9th December.  The last Film club session will be on Monday 
9th December. 
 
 
 

Keep reading for news about our Christmas events ….. 
                                     

 



Christmas Events at Shebbear Community School: 

Christmas Fair: This takes place next Thursday (5th December) starting at 3pm in the village hall. In 
order to ensure a safe handover of the children, school will finish at 2.55pm when the children 
should be collected from their classrooms as normal. If you need another parent to collect your 
child, please let us know. Children of those helping in the hall can be brought over by staff but you 
will need to inform your child’s class teacher. Hopefully everyone will go straight from school to the 
hall.  Can bus children parents please let us know if they will be travelling home on the bus that day. 

The Christmas fair is our big fundraiser of the year, so please do support the SSSG and school. There 
are lots of things to buy, games to play and food to eat. There will be lots of Christmas present 
buying opportunities and it should be a great afternoon. I look forward to seeing lots of you there. 
 
Christmas Play - ‘Cinderella Rockerfella’:  Rehearsals are in full flow for this year’s Christmas 
Production which will take place on Tuesday 10th December (9.30 a.m.) and Wednesday 11th 
December (9.30 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.).  Please see the accompanying letter for details of how to 
reserve your seats – believe me, you will not want to miss this one! (This letter will be sent out in 
paper copy on Monday). 
 
Christmas Jumper Day:  This will be held on Friday 13th December and for a donation to ‘Save the 

Children’ a Christmas Jumper can be worn to school.   This can either be a shop-bought jumper or 

one that has been decorated at home. 

 

Christmas Lunch:  Similarly to previous years, we will assume that all children will be having a 

Christmas lunch on Wednesday 18th December unless we are advised otherwise.  Please let the 

school office know by Friday 6th December if your child does not want to have a school Christmas 

lunch and will be bringing a packed lunch instead. 

 

Christmas Parties:  The class Christmas parties will also be held on Wednesday 18th December and 

your child is welcome to bring in party clothes to change for the afternoon session. 

 

Christmas Carol Service:  This year we will be going to Lake Chapel for the Carol Service on Thursday 

19th December at 1.30 p.m.  We envisage that the Service will last approximately 45 minutes and all 

children should be collected from Lake Chapel after the Service.  If you are unable to collect your 

child in person then please nominate another adult to do so, letting the school office know in 

advance.                                             

                         

 

                              


