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Newsletter – Friday 28th February 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

I hope that you were able to enjoy a lovely half term break in spite of the awful weather. Even 
by Devon standards, the last few weeks have been very wet. Amazingly, as I write this late on 
Thursday afternoon the sun is actually shining (albeit it’s still pretty chilly). While there is no 
snow forecast at the moment, it is probably an opportune time to mention that the school 
website will be the best place to go to in the event of any adverse weather or the possibility of 
the school being closed. There is even a website page dedicated to it: http://www.shebbear-
pri.devon.sch.uk/parents-carers/adverse-weather/   
 

You are probably aware that some schools have had to close temporarily due to the ongoing 
situation with Coronavirus. Hopefully you received the information I sent out a couple of days 
ago. The Department for Education are sending out advice to schools on an almost daily basis. 
Obviously I will keep you updated if there is any change in the existing advice. Let’s hope that 
the virus is contained and doesn’t affect the UK in the same way it has in other parts of the 
world.  
 

Hopefully you will have received the letters that were sent home this week about the trip to 
Exeter on Wednesday 11th March and Grandparents’ Day on Wednesday 18th March. In both 
cases, don’t forget to get the return slips back to us as soon as possible.  
 

Have a lovely weekend! 
 

Mr Alford     
Headteacher    
      
Achievement Assembly:  Awards were given this week to: 

 Josh in Koala for his positive attitude to writing 

 Ollie in Panda for his clear explanation of mathematical vocabulary 

 Raya in Panda for achieving her writing targets 

 Rachel in Teddy for her excellent learning in mathematics 

 Freddie for some great independent story writing 

 Don’t forget that all parents and carers are very welcome to attend our achievement 
assembly on a Monday afternoon starting at 3.10pm. We tried a slightly different format 
this week with some children from Koala class presenting some of their science learning. 
This coming Monday, Panda class will be doing the same. Babbage had the most house 
points this week. 
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World Book Day: Don’t forget that this takes place on Thursday next week (5th March). We will 

be celebrating by inviting the children to dress up as their favourite character, in their pyjamas 

or even just come in school uniform! Teddy class are opening up their classroom for parents and 

carers to come in from 8.30 a.m. to share a story with their children.  All year groups are also 

welcome to come in with an adult to join in this experience too. 

Times Tables: I imagine that most of us can remember learning our multiplication tables when 

we were at school. Then as now, good recall of them helps in all aspects of mathematics. By the 

end of Year 4, the children should be fluent in all tables from 2 to 12. As a guide, by the end of 

Year 2 the children should be able to recall the 2, 5 and 10 tables moving on to the 3, 4 and 8 in 

Year 3. From this summer, children in Year 4 will have to undertake a statutory assessment to 

test their knowledge. They will be asked 25 questions with a six second time limit for each one. 

The whole test is done online and takes no more than about five minutes to complete. The 

following free online resource is really useful in helping the children (of all ages) to master this 

important skill: https://www.mathschase.com/  

Reading and Phonics Apps: The Department for Education has approved 6 apps that help 

children learn, particularly young children, after a competition to find the best on offer. Full 

details are available at https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/.   

One of these is Teach Your Monster to Read, which is FREE to download as an app for a limited 

time only (it is always free to use on a computer).  This particularly helps with phonics learning 

and early reading, and is a fantastic way to have fun with sounds and words. 

https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/blog/free-phonics-games-apps 
 

100 Club Winners: The February winners of the 100 club are: 1st Mindy Duly £25, 2nd Tammy 

Brock £15, 3rd Tracey Worth £10. The independent adjudicator was Mrs Hawker. 

Village Hall Car Park:  I have been asked by the committee to remind all parents about parking 

safely and considerately in the village hall car park when dropping off and collecting your 

children every day.  There should be no parking at all alongside the village hall/school boundary 

wall as this area should be used for disabled parking/allowing for a turning area.  It has been 

made clear to me that the car park is primarily available for users of the village hall and that 

they have priority parking.  If the situation continues to cause concern, then the committee will 

be forced into closing the car park except to allow for staff parking.  Many thanks for your 

anticipated co-operation. 

Governor Vacancies: We have two parent governor vacancies on our Governing Body. Letters 

giving full details and inviting nominations have been sent out this week, by email, and paper 

copies are coming out today via pupil-post. Please let Mrs Hawker or myself know if you need 

any further information. 

After School Clubs: There is no Thursday Football Club next week, nor Zumba on the 13th March. 

Saying of the Week: This is always a useful one to instil from a young age! ‘Practice makes 

perfect’.                                                  
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