
 

Celebrating Learning Together 

Shebbear Community School 

Newsletter – Friday 27th September 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
This morning I ran the first of three safeguarding briefings for volunteers who have kindly 
agreed to support us in school. It will hopefully mean that anyone helping out will be fully 
informed on the responsibility of keeping all of our children safe. There are two more 
sessions - next Monday at 2.30pm and Thursday at 3pm (for about 30 minutes each). If you 
are considering volunteering in school (to hear readers, drive to matches etc), it would be 
great if you could attend.  
 
Alongside teaching the children, safeguarding is our most important role in school. As you 
will hopefully know, I am the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) for the school so any 
concerns should be reported to me. In my absence, Mrs Gough is the deputy DSL and Mrs 
Evans will become a second deputy DSL once she has completed her two day training course 
later this term. 
 
Anything reported to me is always followed up and treated confidentially. Obviously, I do 
have to use my judgement at times in terms of what to do next. Something reported to me 
won’t necessarily end up being passed on to agencies such as Social Services. However, I 
always work on the principle that if we don’t know about it, we can’t do anything about it. 
 
Living in quite a remote part of the world, it is very easy to assume that ‘it could never 
happen here’. Sadly, safeguarding concerns are not restricted to big towns and cities so it is 
essential that we all work together to keep our children safe both in and out of school. 
 
If you ever have a concern and need to take direct action, the Multi Agency Safeguarding 
Hub (MASH) team should be contacted on: 0345 1551071 or email on mashsecure@devon-
gcsx-gov.uk giving as much information as you can. If you think a child is in immediate 
danger, call the police on 999. 
 
Hopefully you’ll never need to! 
 

Mr Alford  
Headteacher               
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Achievement Assembly: Awards were given this week to: 

 Maison in Koala for the good progress he is making in mathematics 

 Beth in Panda for her recall of number bonds 

 Ollie in Panda for checking and editing his writing 

 Archie and Hannah in Teddy for their excellent re-telling of the story of Little Red 
Riding Hood 

 Poppy-Rae in Panda received a citizenship award for showing great kindness towards 
another child 

Don’t forget that parents and carers are welcome to join us on Monday afternoons at 
3.10pm for our achievement assembly. This is the opportunity to celebrate the good work 
going on in school and watch some of the children receive award certificates. Please sign in 
at the school office and we look forward to seeing lots of you there.  
 
We need your help: Next Thursday (3rd October) we have changed the lunch menu from 

the printed version and there will be a choice of either sausages or cheese and tomato pizza 

with wedges, salad or beans.  It would be fantastic if all the children in Years R, 1 and 2 

could support the school by having a lunch on this day as it is one of the days when our 

funding for next year will be determined by the number of children having a school dinner. 

It is based on those who are eligible for the Universal Infant Free School Meals in Reception 

and Years 1 and 2 (which is everyone). If we can get a 100% take up, we will get a greater 

level of funding and it means we don’t have to subsidise the school kitchen from our main 

budget. Many thanks in anticipation. 

Also, coming home early next week will be the menu for after half term.  This will also be 

put onto the school website and displayed in the parents' noticeboard in the playground. 

                                 

Author Week: On 7th October we are welcoming Layn Marlow (author and illustrator) who 

will be working with Years R -2, and Joseph Coelho (poet) who will be working with Years 2-

6, into school as part of the Appledore Book Festival.   They will be able to sign copies of 

their books on the day, and we currently have a limited selection of them to buy in 

reception.   Please make payments to the school office.   On the 9th October, we will be 

welcoming (very local) author Dr ET Fox who will be talking to the children about the 

process of writing his own books. 

London Residential Information Meeting: This will take place in Koala classroom, after 

school, this coming Monday (30th September) and is aimed at parents and carers of children 

in Years 5 and 6. The trip itself will take place next May. 



Learning in School this week: Teddy Class have been learning about what life was like in the 

WW1 trenches, looking at Google Earth to find out where we live (next week drawing a map 

of their route to school) and using their senses to describe different things (next week 

comparing different animals). 

Panda have been learning about magnets so they could find magnetic objects in their house.  
Practice using Logos turtle to create algorithms. 
 
Koala have been learning about evacuation during the war and some of the experiences of 
evacuees across the country and also in Shebbear.   They learnt about what was kept in the 
Headmaster’s shed and where children were to go if there was an air raid. 
 
Booky McBook Club:  Will be on Thursday next week and not Wednesday. 
 
School Council: Early next week we will be holding elections for our school council. All 
children in Key Stage 2 are able to put their names forward. They will need to say a few 
words about why they should be chosen. The children will then vote (in their respective 
house) for one girl and one boy, from each of the four houses, to represent them. 
 
Flu Immunisation: As mentioned previously, the deadline for registering for the flu 
immunisation is 29th September. If you wish your child to have the immunisation, you need 
to register using the link below.  Equally, if you do not want your child to take part you need 
to register to let them know.  https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2019/devon 
 

Milk Bottle Top Collection:  Our School Kitchen Manager, Vikki, is collecting clean plastic 
milk bottle tops for the Devon Air Ambulance Trust.  If you have any that you can donate 
she would appreciate your help. 
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