
 

Celebrating Learning Together 

Shebbear Community School 

Newsletter – Friday 26th April 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope you had a fantastic Easter break. The last few days in particular were glorious and a reminder 
of why living in this part of Devon is such a privilege. The children and staff have come back to school 
fully recharged ready for the term ahead. While it is only a short term (less than five full weeks) it is 
a busy one. Our Year 3 and 4 children are off on their residential trip next week and the Year 6 
children will be taking their SATs tests in mid-May.  
 
It is also the time of year when we start having a close look at school data including the key one of 
attendance. I’m pleased to say that attendance at Shebbear is generally pretty good. The last check, 
just before Easter, indicated an overall attendance figure of 95.51%. This is just below the DfE 
expectation of 96% attendance. This equates to having no more than about 8 days off in the school 
year. The majority of children achieve this and, if you can ensure good attendance and avoid any 
unnecessary absences, it does mean there is some leeway should the children have an unavoidable 
absence such as chicken pox.  
 
I believe there is good evidence to suggest a clear link between good attendance and good 
achievement at school. I always think it’s powerful to consider attendance in terms of the 
cumulative effect. As an example, in most walks of life, achieving 80% represents a good outcome. 
However, in terms of attendance this is very low. It is the equivalent of a day a week. Therefore, over 
a five year period a child will have missed a whole year of school.   
 
In respect of term time absences for holidays etc, I ask that these are avoided wherever possible. I 
try to be understanding, particularly if it is an exceptional circumstance and it is maybe just a day or 
so. The key thing I look at, though, is the current attendance. If this is already low then I’m always 
less likely to look on it favourably. Don’t forget that we do have a long weekend coming up in June 
(21st to 24th) where we have an occasional day and non-pupil day either side of the Saturday and 
Sunday. This might be a good time to investigate a short break away. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
 
Mr Alford  

Headteacher               
                                                
  



Awards: None to report this week but we start again next week with an achievement assembly 
starting at 3pm on Monday (earlier than normal - see below) to which parents and carers are invited.  
                               
Cricket: On Monday the children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will have the opportunity to work 

with a cricket coach. There will be a short presentation (parents invited) at 3pm in the hall about the 

All Stars Cricket scheme which encourages younger children to get involved in the game. 
https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars?&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIrq_xu8Dt4QIV-BXTCh0HxAquEAAYASAAEgLHS_D_BwE 

Bottle Tops Needed: You may recall Mrs Recycle joined us last week to teach the children and the 

staff about the joys of re-using items which are often thrown away. The good news is she is 

returning to Shebbear soon and wants to make a mural using old bottle tops. Therefore, we need to 

collect as many as we possibly can (washed please). Thanks to those who have donated already. 

Summer term Lunch Menu: The new menu for the summer term is up and running and on the 
school website: http://www.shebbear-pri.devon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/menu.pdf 
 
Other items of interest: Please see the attached information about courses being run (for adults) 
through Petroc College. Also there is a poster advertising a forthcoming night walk in aid of North 
Devon Hospice. 
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