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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Thank you for the kind donation to our school council organised fundraising day. A non-
uniform day is always popular amongst both children and staff. Similarly, the cuddly toy sale 
proved to be a great success with lots of furry friends exchanging hands. Hopefully any gaps 
in the children’s collection created by their donations have been filled with their purchases! 
It was good to see the children thinking about what they bought and working out what they 
could afford. 
 
All of the money raised (over £140 as I write) will be passed on to the Australian Bush Fire 
appeal being organised by the World Wildlife Fund. This will help with the ongoing care of 
the animals injured by the fire as well as helping people, including many farmers, rebuild 
their lives. It does sound like things are improving and many areas have enjoyed some 
‘Shebbear rain’ which has helped them out. A few children said that they had forgotten their 
money so we are happy to take any further donations on Monday. 
 
You may remember ‘Super Saturday’ during the 2012 London Olympics when Team GB won 
a host of gold medals. Earlier this week we had ‘Winning Wednesday’ when both our school 
netball and football teams enjoyed victories on the same day. You may know that wins have 
been fairly scarce in recent times. However, on Wednesday our netball team set the ball 
rolling with an excellent win against Bluecoat School which formed part of the GTS 
tournament. The team finished a very creditable fourth out of the seven teams taking part. 
Later that day, our football team took on our local rivals Shebbear College and enjoyed a 
famous three two win. The boys came back from being two one down at the break with a 
stirring second half performance which showed real grit and determination. 
 
I was really proud of both teams (some children played in both) not least the resilience 
shown and the fact they have continued to practise really hard and have made huge steps 
forward as a result. A real example for us all! 
 
Have a good weekend.  
 
Mr Alford  
Headteacher               



Achievement Assembly:  Awards were given this week to: 

 Felix and Rachel in Teddy class for their excellent effort in creating similes for story 
writing 

 Henry in Panda for his attitude to learning in all areas 

 Finley in Koala for his determination and focus on mathematics 
Don’t forget that all parents and carers are very welcome to attend our achievement 
assembly on a Monday afternoon starting at 3.10pm. 
 

Maths Week: There has been a focus on mathematics across the school this week. On 

Wednesday we were joined by a small (but very select!!) group of parents who came in to 

class to try out their maths skills with a range of problems set by the children. We have had 

playtime board games going on each day in the hall. These sessions have proved to be very 

popular with lots of maths skills being carried out. We have had very speakers in talking 

about how they use mathematics in their jobs. Visitors included Mrs Worth to discuss Maths 

in engineering (assembly and with Teddy measuring nuts and bolts), Mr Gough as an 

accountant for an ecological magazine (assembly), and Mrs Salter discussing Maths in 

website design with Panda.  Mrs Hawker talked to Panda about her role too. We have had a 

few ingenious suggestions for ‘the answer is 37’ but it would be good to get some more by 

Monday. Hopefully the week will have inspired the children in their enthusiasm for maths 

and see just how important it is in all aspects of our lives. Thanks to Mrs Fuller for organising 

the various events this week.  

Anxiety: Please the attached information booklet on childhood anxiety. It includes advice 
both for parents and children to alleviate cases of anxiety amongst young people. I hope 
that you find it useful. We are planning some activities during the w/c 3rd February which is 
Children’s Mental Health week. I did meet the school nurse this week who informed me 
there are various services available including support for both children and parents who 
may have concerns around mental well-being. She is hopefully going to pass on the contact 
details which I will share with you in due course. 

 
Knowledge Stop: This is one the children sometimes get mixed up on ….There are 

10 millimetres in a centimetre, 100 centimetres in a metre and 1000 metres in a 

kilometre.  (10mm = 1cm, 100cm = 1m, 1000m = 1km) 

Sayings: Koala class are currently studying Hinduism in their RE lessons. This week we 

looked at the Hindu belief of Karma and the idea that you are rewarded (or otherwise) for 

how well you live your life. It led to a discussion on sayings that mean much the same. Two 

that came up were ‘What goes around comes around’ and ‘You reap what you sow’. Quite a 

few children knew the first one but not the latter (despite the farming connection). 

Expressions such as these are good discussion starters at home and help improve children’s 

understanding of language. If you have chance, talk through what they mean and the 

messages they convey.               

After School Clubs:  Just to let you know that next week Netball Club will be held on 
Wednesday and not on Monday and there will be no Crafts Club as Mrs Harbour is away.                                                            

 


