
 

Shebbear Community School Newsletter 

Friday 23rd October 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thanks to everyone who tuned in on Wednesday afternoon for the harvest festival. It was certainly far 
from the normal but, especially given the circumstances, I thought it went pretty well. The children were 
great and the technology held out. The singing, with the time delay, did sound something akin to a round 
with some harmonies thrown in. Most importantly, I think everyone who took part or watched 
proceedings enjoyed it. Thanks to the staff and children for their work on this and for Reverend Warren for 
joining us too. 
 
It did highlight some of the limitations of using Zoom. This fact, combined with the ongoing restrictions we 
are working under, means that we have taken a decision to not hold our normal Christmas show. We have 
tentatively pencilled in a summer production instead and we will keep our fingers crossed that the wider 
Covid situation allows this to go ahead. 
 
We are hoping that we may be able to do a Christmas service at the church but this will need to be agreed 
with Reverend Warren and the suitable safety measures put in place. It will need to be a pupil only event 
this year although the intention would be to record something that adults can access from home. More 
details to follow in due course along with plans for other ‘Covid Christmas’ events. 
 
Sadly, and despite the continuing low infection rates in Devon, it looks likely that we will be working under 
Covid restrictions for some time to come and certainly well into the new year. For now, I think we are all 
looking forward to half term and a ‘circuit break’ from school. Unless we are told otherwise, we will be 
back on Monday 2nd November. 
 
Thanks for all your support this half term. It’s been a big team effort by everyone connected to school but 
we have hopefully passed the first hurdle! 
 
Have a great half term break. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Nick Alford 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning Awards: Awards for this week were given to: 

Teddy Class – Willow in Reception for her fantastic effort with her home learning and to Leo for 

remembering to tell an adult when he needs help to solve a problem. 

Panda Class – Reuben for his history learning and Oakley H for his continued hard work with home 

learning. 

Koala Class – Jago for challenging himself to use semi colons and Caitlyn for showing increased 

independence when learning.  

House Points: Astor - 238, Babbage - 265, Christie - 214, Drake - 290 
 

Attendance: One of the really positive things that has occurred this term is the improvement across the 
school in both punctuality and attendance. At the time of writing our attendance is 98.38% which is well 
above the national primary school rate of 92%. Despite a few pupils having to isolate, the rate has 
remained high. The new morning routine also seems to have help improve punctuality and means lessons 
are starting more promptly and we can get more learning completed each day. Thanks for your support on 
this and let’s hope we can maintain it. 
 
Google Classroom: Thanks to everyone who has submitted their tester activity and Google Form. Most 
people have completed and uploaded and we have been able to help iron out a few technical difficulties. If 
you have yet to log on to either the classroom or the Google Form that was emailed, please try to do so 
ASAP. We need to know that everyone can access this should there be another lockdown in the future or 
pupils need to isolate. Thanks in anticipation. 
 
SSSG Quiz: It’s still not too late to join in the quiz tomorrow evening. It is just £5 per team to take part and 
should be a fun way to start the half term break. Please email the SSSG for the details: sssgpta@gmail.com 
 

School Photographer:  A reminder that the school photographer will be visiting on the afternoon of 
Wednesday 4th November.  We will take individual and family groups within school and if you would like to 
have a family group photo taken that includes family members who do not attend this school (for example, 
Little Bears or GTS) then please contact the school office to arrange an appointment for after the school 
day.  
 

Road Safety: With the clocks going back this Sunday,the dark mornings and evenings will soon be upon us. 
With this in mind, I came across this really useful guide for parents on teaching the children about road 
safety. Although the traffic in Shebbear is much quieter than many places, it only takes one vehicle to 
cause an accident so it is certainly worth teaching the children about how to keep themselves safe. I hope 
you find it useful. https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-
for-parents.pdf  
 

First Class in NDJ: The North Devon Journal has published its ‘First Class’ supplement which includes the 
new Shebbear reception class. It is in the shops now. 
 

Knitted/Craft Poppies:  Don’t forget to make some poppies over half term so that we can make a lovely 
Remembrance display with them.  They can be left with the school office.

mailto:sssgpta@gmail.com
https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf
https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf

