
 

Celebrating Learning Together 

Shebbear Community School 

Newsletter – Friday 19th July 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Thanks to the many children and parents who came along to the open evening on Wednesday. There was a 
real buzz in school as children and adults wandered around the school, chatted to teachers and looked at some 
of the children’s work. We all appreciated you taking the time to come in (not least after a long day for the 
children) and hope that you found it useful. Thanks to the SSSG for providing the refreshments which went 
down well and congratulations to Annie K in Teddy class who won the raffle and gets a £10 school uniform 
voucher. 
 
I hope that you found the reports informative along with the data information which went out. Please do let 
me or your class teacher know if you need anything clarified. I am always mindful that some of the assessment 
data can be overwhelming so pleased don’t be afraid to ask.  
 
I can report that the Year 6 children received their SATs results on Monday. As a school, we were pleased with 
the outcomes and were up from last year. We were particularly pleased with the numbers of children getting 
to the higher standard and the fact the results were consistently good across reading, writing and maths. 
These outcomes come on the back of the other statutory assessments we have to complete with good 
numbers of children achieving a Good Level of Development in Reception, meeting the phonics threshold in 
the Y1 and the good SATs results in Year 2. Many thanks to all of the staff in school for their hard work in 
achieving these outcomes and your support at home to complement the work we do at school (the children 
did pretty well too!). Our challenge in the year ahead is to build on the progress we have made this year. I am 
very determined that Shebbear continues to develop and we give all of our children the best possible start in 
their education. 
 
Have a great weekend (only one week until the summer holidays!!). 
 

Mr Alford  

Headteacher               

 
Plymouth Trip: The children and adults had a great day out at the Plymouth Aquarium on 
Wednesday. After a long journey, we were able to explore the aquarium looking at the various tanks 
of fish and sea creatures. The children had their sketch books and were drawing what they were 
seeing. The various sketches will be used to put together a whole school mural based on what they 
saw on the visit. The children enjoyed seeing the large tanks not least being able to get a good view 
of the sharks, rays and turtles. After a quick break for lunch, the trip ended with the obligatory visit 
to the gift shop. It was a lovely day out and one which we the hope the children will remember for a 
long time to come. 
 



     
 
Art Week: Aside from the Plymouth trip, there have been lots of art activities going on in school. On 
Tuesday, we welcomed Julian Vayne from the Burton Gallery in Bideford. He led an assembly where 
he shared examples of pottery from the gallery. He spoke about the association that Devon has with 
this art form as a result of the china clay which can be found in this part of the UK. He explained to 
the children that examples of Devon pottery can be found all over the world and that lots have been 
found in the USA. He did some follow up work with Koala class using further artefacts from the 
gallery and giving the children techniques to improve their drawing skills. Throughout the week the 
children have been making a range of different creations using different techniques. Do look out for 
the Sandy Brown inspired sculpture that the children have contributed to and the whole school 
mural which has been created from the ideas the children gathered on their trip to Plymouth. A big 
thank you to Mrs Gough for organising a fun week of art activities.  
 
Cllr McInnis Visit: On Monday morning we had a visit from Cllr James McInnis. He is deputy leader of 
Devon County Council and also the councillor responsible for education across the county. He is very 
involved in school funding issues and is a strong supporter of rural schools like ours. He enjoyed a 
tour of the school and was impressed to see the children working hard. He commented on the 
friendliness of the school and the positive atmosphere as he walked around. 
 
School Games Mark: I am pleased to report that the school has been awarded the Silver School 
Games mark for 2019. This is in recognition of the sport being offered in school both during lesson 
time and as extra-curricular clubs and inter school competitions. Thanks to Mrs Evans for completing 
the application and also for organising so many sporting events and competitions this year. 
 
Toot Concert: On Thursday afternoon, Panda class put on a short concert of their Toot playing skills. 
A toot is a mini flute type instrument which is a good way in to learning a woodwind instrument. A 
number of parents came along to watch and the children performed really well. 
 
The Last Week of Term: I am sure you know that next week is the last week of the school year. Some 
schools have already broken up but don’t worry that Shebbear children are having to do extra time. 
The Devon school year is 197 days of which five days are non-pupil days and two are occasional days 
which can be taken as and when a school chooses. Next Thursday (our last day) is the official last day 
of term in Devon but some schools have used a combination of their occasional days and non-pupil 
days to finish a few days earlier. We have spread ours over the whole year. The key dates next week 
are: 
Tuesday 23rd July at 9.15am – Cup Assembly (parents welcome) 
Wednesday 24th July at 1.30pm – Talent Show (parents welcome) 
Thursday 25th July at 9.15am – Y6 Leavers’ Assembly (Y6 parents welcome).  
 
On the same day (which is also the last day of term), we will have a family picnic starting at 12.10pm. 
We will take the afternoon register just before this and then hand the children over to parents and 
carers who are in attendance. If you are unable to make the picnic, we will look after the children 



until they can be collected. If another parent is collecting a pupil on your behalf, it is important that 
you let us know. The lunch will be followed by a game of rounders. I would envisage that things 
would finish by about 2pm. 
 
Inter House Quiz: On Tuesday afternoon we are going to have an inter house quiz (school only). To 
make it even more exciting, we are asking the children to wear their house t-shirts so please make 
sure they are in school on that day. They can get changed after lunch and they can wear their normal 
uniform on the bottom half. 
 
Parents’ Questionnaire:  Please find attached the collated parents’ questionnaire responses.  Many 
thanks to everyone who took the time and trouble to complete and return them. 
 
World Cup Cricket and Netball: I was really pleased to hear how many children and adults watched 
the cricket on Sunday. What a game! Hopefully lots of the children will be inspired to take up cricket 
(although I should add that not all games of cricket are that exciting). Likewise, it has been great to 
see the England netball team have been doing so well. England take on New Zealand (again) 
tomorrow in the semi-finals and hopefully by Sunday, they will have made it a World Cup double for 
England. 
 
Items of possible interest: Please see attached information about the Bude Emergency Services 
Show in August. 
 
Free Tennis – if you have been inspired by Wimbledon, you may wish to know that the Atlantic 

Racquet Centre in Bideford is having an open day tomorrow afternoon. Details here: 

http://www.atlanticracquetcentre.co.uk/opendays. 

Don’t forget that the Shebbear Flower show takes place on Saturday the 27th July at the Village Hall 
(the school is used as a venue too). More details next week. 
 
                                              
 
                                      
                                       

 
 

 
 

 

                                           

                         

 

                          

http://www.atlanticracquetcentre.co.uk/opendays

