
 

Celebrating Learning Together 

Shebbear Community School 

Newsletter – Thursday 19th December 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
By the time you read this the term will finally be done and we can all look forward to the 
forthcoming festivities. It’s certainly been a long half term and I think that staff and pupils alike are 
all looking forward to a well-earned rest. 
 
I hope that the children have enjoyed the last few days of term including a lovely Christmas lunch 
(thanks Vikki), class parties and our Carol Service today. It was great to see so many parents and 
grandparents at Lake Chapel and I was impressed with performances from each class – who could 
fail to be moved by the Teddy Class Nativity tableau or by Koala’s rendition of ‘Do you hear what I 
hear?’.  As for Panda Class, how they remembered all of the moves and words to ‘The 12 days of 
Christmas’ – I would have struggled with that! I thought the children performed their various musical 
pieces to a very high standard, including the individual performers (Emily, Ashleigh, Leighton and 
Betty) before the Service. Finally, a huge thank you to Mrs Worth for playing the organ so beautifully 
for us. 
 
On behalf of all the staff, I would like to say many thanks for all of the gifts which have been flooding 
in to the staff room in the last few days. They are really appreciated by all of us and have certainly 
helped to keep everyone going in these final days of the term. 
 
Some of the children will bring home a book token today, kindly donated by Shebbear Fortescue 
Charity, which can be redeemed in local bookshops.  The rules for allocation of these books tokens 
are quite rigid and they are only given to children who a) live in Shebbear and b) were on the school 
roll for the whole of the last academic year.   
 
It just remains for me to wish you all a very happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.  
 
School starts again on Tuesday 7th January (Monday 6th January is a non-pupil day). 
 
Have a great Christmas holiday! 

 

 

 

 
Mr Alford  
Headteacher               

 



Achievement Assembly:  Awards were given this week to: 
 Wilomina and Pixie for their fantastic efforts in singing and dancing in the school play 
 Brooke for taking pride in her writing 
 Ella for her excellent performance as Naughty Kitty  
 Jago for stepping in to the role of ‘the mirror’ at very short notice 

 
At the end of Term 1, Astor lead the way followed by Babbage and Christie with Drake currently 
sailing in last place. However, not much separates first from last so it is all to play for in the New 
Year. 
 
Reading Challenge: The children should have come home this week with both a letter and bookmark 
so that they can take part in the Christmas Reading Challenge. We are asking the children to 
complete the ‘Twelve reads of Christmas’. This means they need to read on 12 separate occasions 
over the holidays. Each time they do (sticking to the rules on the letter which came home and is 
attached here too) they can mark off one of the Christmas trees on their bookmark. The children 
who bring back their completed bookmarks after the holidays will get a certificate and be entered in 
to a raffle for some book tokens. There will also be a class competition to see which of the classes 
has the highest proportion of children taking part. I do hope that lots of the children will take part! 
 
Christmas Fair: The recent fair raised £600 for the school so many thanks to everyone who 
contributed to this, particularly the amazingly energetic members of the SSSG who worked so hard. 
 
Little Bears 100 Club: The winners this month are: 1st Ruth Hunter (£25), 2nd Carly Hookway (£15), 

3rd Ian Tucker (£10). Congratulations to them. 

Knowledge Organisers: Children across the school should have brought home a couple of knowledge 
organisers each. These are a way of helping the children increase their knowledge. The ones sent 
home all relate to topics they will be studying next term. It will really help them if you could spend 
some time with them going over some of the key knowledge that they will be looking at and 
encourage the children to read them themselves.  
 
Clubs: Zumba and Saints South West Football will both run on the first Friday of term (10th January) 
as will Netball club on Wednesday 8th as we have a match on Monday 13th January. Other clubs will 
start the week after but please do check with the teacher running them. Thursday football training 
will start again towards the end of January.  Attached is the letter for next term for your information, 
but paper copies will be sent out when we return. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                        


