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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Thanks to the children, staff, parents and carers (along with the SSSG for doing the 
refreshments) who made harvest festival an enjoyable occasion today. As ever, the children 
presented their various pieces well and it always makes me feel happy to see them showing 
confidence in being able to speak, read, dance and sing in front of others. All three classes 
produced excellent presentations and should feel proud of what they achieved. Their work 
on the display board looked lovely too and thanks go to Mrs Shadrick for producing this. 
 
Thanks for the many donations which were either sold off or will be donated to the food 
bank at Northam. The origins of harvest festival have always been about showing thanks 
and appreciating what we have. By donating in this way the children will, I’m sure, 
understand  the importance of helping others less fortunate than themselves. Sadly, there 
seem to be more and more families in need of extra help in this way so it is good that we 
can do our bit. 
 
You may have seen or heard about the unpleasant behaviour during the England versus 
Bulgaria football match on Monday. Mrs Fuller did a follow up assembly on Tuesday to 
emphasis the point that we are all the same underneath our different coloured skin. I am 
mindful that where we live is not very diverse so it is important that we teach the children 
about different cultures, beliefs and so on. I am sure that many will move in the future for 
university or a job and find they are living amongst people who may look different, come 
from different backgrounds and different ways of doing things. These differences though 
should never mean that we can’t all get along together just fine! 
 
Don’t forget that next week is half term and (amazingly) the weather is looking like it may 
be okay. I wish you all an enjoyable week away from school and we will see everyone again 
on Monday 28th October. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
 
Mr Alford  
Headteacher               



Achievement Assembly:  Awards were given this week to: 

 Poppy-Rae in Panda class for her surrealist collage 

 Annie K in Panda for her sound reasoning in science and maths 

 Annie W in Teddy for excellent singing and learning all the actions for the harvest song 

 Buster in Teddy for the fantastic improvement in his writing 

 Elliot in Koala for his excellent attitude and always getting on with his work 

 No achievement assembly on the first day back. We start them again on Monday 6th 
November starting at 3.10pm. Parents and carers are very welcome. 

 

Writing Competition: Well done to Raya in Panda along with Josh and Ashleigh in Koala who have all 
won tickets to meet and spend an hour with Michael Morpurgo at the Burton Gallery on Saturday 
from 2.30 p.m. They won their tickets by all writing excellent stories for the recent competition. I 
hope you enjoy your prize! 

Halloween Disco: Don’t forget that this takes place on Saturday 26th October starting at 5pm in the 
village hall. Children will be charged £1 to come in but must be accompanied by an adult who gets in 
for free. There will be food, games and a pumpkin carving competition (bring your pre-carved 
pumpkins along – no flame candles only). Please see the attached poster for more details. 

Netball: We had our first match of the season on Monday. The children played Langtree School. 
Although we lost the game, there were plenty of positives to be had. Many of the team are getting 
their first real chance to play matches so there is much to build on. 

London Residential 2020:  Mrs Gough has asked me to confirm that the London Residential will be 
taking place next May and we have actually made the booking.  If you would prefer to pay in 
instalments, payments can be made after half term.   

Koala Class Trip to Cobbaton: On Monday, children in Koala class visited the combat museum at 
Cobbaton. This was part of their history topic on World War 2. Although it is a relatively small 
museum, there is plenty to see including lots of historical artefacts and military vehicles. The 
children enjoyed exploring the exhibits and asking lots of questions about their learning.  

Parents’ Evening: It was lovely to see lots of you attending the meetings this week. I hope that you 
found them useful and informative. If you were not able to make it, please do let your child’s class 
teacher know so a meeting can be set up for after half term. 

After School Clubs: These will start again in the first week after half term. Please note that there will 
be NO Gardening club on Wednesdays until the spring. Also, Craft club will now be on a Thursday 
rather than a Tuesday with the same finish time of 4.30pm. 

Dinner Money:  For those of you who like to pay half-termly the sum of £89.70 will take you up to 
Christmas.  Cheques to be made payable to ‘Devon County Council’ please.  Mrs Hawker is just as 
happy to receive payment either as a lump sum or weekly as you go. 

Swimming:  After half term it will be the turn of the Year 4 and 5 children to go swimming on Friday 
afternoons.  Letters have been sent home via pupil-post this afternoon. 

Half term Events at the Plough Theatre: There are plenty of child based activities going on next 

week at the Plough in Torrington. Follow this link for more details: 

https://www.theploughartscentre.org.uk/whats-on/diary 
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