
 

Celebrating Learning Together 

Shebbear Community School 

Newsletter – Friday 17th May 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

The Year 6 children have been undertaking their SATs tests this week. They have sat timed 
assessments in punctuation and grammar, spelling, reading, arithmetic and two maths reasoning 
papers (so six tests in total). As you can imagine, it has been quite gruelling for the children (and 
staff) and the Year 6s were able to have a bit of down time today before getting back to the 
grindstone on Monday. They now have to focus on their writing for a few weeks, as this aspect of 
their SATs is through a teacher assessment based on a portfolio of pieces over the year. The children 
have shown great application and should feel proud of their hard work along with the staff and 
parents who have been supporting them. 
 

While tests are far from the be all and end all in school, they do reflect on how well the children 
have learned over time and can apply these skills. While the SATs do have their faults, they are fair in 
the sense that all children across the country do exactly the same set of tests so it does mean you 
are able to draw some comparisons. This is particularly true of schools as a whole and your latest set 
of SATs results is often the first thing people will look at when judging how well a school is doing. 
While this can be harsh, not least on smaller schools like us where one pupil represents such a big 
percentage on your overall results, we do need to aim to do well and encourage the children to work 
hard in preparing for them.  
 

Achieving well in these assessments can be a great boost for self-confidence and give children a real 
sense of achievement. Meeting the appropriate standard will also give a strong indication that the 
children are well prepared for the next stage of their educational journey. I would never want to 
turn Shebbear in to an exam factory, but I do want the children to always aim high and have belief in 
themselves and what they are capable of achieving if they work hard and have high expectation. I 
really want to promote this ethos across the school with all of the children. Whatever children want 
to do in the future, doing well at school will never hold them back. 
 

We’ve been trying to promote this positive ethos through the school including with the addition of 
some canvases on the wall showing the children at work with their learning plus some inspirational 
quotes dotted around. 
 

I see no reason why children at Shebbear can’t achieve well with the right support at school and 
home while still enjoying their time here each day and having the chance to experience a full and 
varied curriculum. Let’s all work together to make Shebbear the best school it can possibly be! 
 

Have a great weekend. 
 

Mr Alford  

Headteacher               



 Awards: These were given to: 
 James in Panda for using the counting on method when undertaking subtraction problems 
 Jasper in Panda for the improvements in his handwriting 
 Mimi in Teddy for settling in well since she joined the school 
 Annie K in Teddy for always getting straight on with her learning each lesson 
 Cameron in Koala had a citizenship award for his kindness to others 
 Ashleigh in Paddington for learning how to use a possessive apostrophe (and then explained 

this brilliantly in assembly) 
 Ashleigh also received a Gold Award along with Laila P in Panda for trying new things during 

the recent residential trip and going beyond their comfort zones 
Achievement assembly takes place each Monday at 3.10pm and all parents and carers are very 
welcome. 
 
Attendance: Yesterday (Thursday) was a school census day. This is one of the occasions during the 
year where we have to submit data to the Department for Education. Attendance data for the spring 
term was included this time round. Our figures were a little disappointing overall with nearly three 
quarters of children having at least one day off during the term and 15 % of pupil having an 
attendance figure below 90% for the term. I do appreciate that there were a few bugs going around 
including a bout of chicken pox. Hopefully, attendance will go up during the summer term. It also 
emphasises the importance of avoiding any unnecessary days off school. Colds, coughs, feeling a bit 
tired etc should generally never constitute a day off not least as we never know when an 
unavoidable absence may crop up. Thanks in anticipation of your support. 
 
Guatemala Visitors: On Thursday afternoon, we were pleased to welcome Rosalie and Mark Balfour 
in to school to talk about their work in Guatemala. It was particularly pertinent as the children have 
been learning about the Mayan people who originated from Guatemala. For Rosalie, it was like 
stepping back in time as she attended Shebbear School as a girl. She was able to have a tour and see 
the many changes that have taken place since she left. Rosalie is the daughter of Nigel Mead who 
was the vicar at Shebbear church for 25 years. They talked about their work with street children in 
Guatemala City through the charity Street Kids Direct. They talked about how many of the children 
they work with are homeless and may have to sleep in a cardboard box (Buster in reception showed 
what this would be like). They also told us that the children will collect litter which they can sell to be 
recycled but often working in awful conditions and having to wade through rotting food to retrieve 
it. Victor and Bethany did a litter pick in the hall to demonstrate (without the rotting food 
thankfully). It was a really thought provoking assembly and made us all realise how lucky we are! 
Thanks to Martin Warren for arranging the visit along with Mark and Rosalie for coming in. You can 
see details of the work through the website: https://streetkidsdirect.org.uk/ 
 

                                          
 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic and Menu Change: Next Thursday (23rd May) Vikki in the kitchen is cooking a 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic menu of oven baked sausages, vegetable fingers, jacket wedges, sweetcorn and 
peas followed by a teddy bear biscuit. Look out for the posters around school. On Wednesday the 
roast will be beef rather than the advertised gammon. 

https://streetkidsdirect.org.uk/


Bikeability:  You may recall that some time ago we asked if any children would be interested in 
taking part in the cycling proficiency training (Bikeability) which will take place during school 
time.  Year 5/6 children can do the Level 1/2 course and Year 3/4 children can do the Level 1 
course.  Yesterday we received confirmation that they have been given the funding to run these 
courses and Mrs Hawker is now trying to find suitable gaps in the diary that are convenient for both 
them and us.  If your child would like to take part, and you haven't already let Mrs Hawker know, 
then please contact her early next week; places will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 
 
Football: The football team were in action at Shebbear College this afternoon in an under 10s 
tournament. Fingers crossed for a good result. A full report will follow next week. 
 
Cross Country: Congratulations to all of the children who took part in the cross country competition 
last Friday. All of the Shebbear pupils performed well over a tough course and against a strong field 
of competitors. The races were organised in to year groups with separate races for boys and girls. 
Our top finishing runner was Ruby who gained third place in the Year 6 girls’ race. All of the children 
showed great determination to do well and nobody in the team gave up at any point. The full team 
were – Laila P, Mimi, Leila J, Lily, Cora-May, Ruby, Cameron, Victor, Dylan, Brooke, Josh, Ryan, Dean 
and Sienna. Thanks to Mrs Quance and Mrs Wood for taking the children over to Monkleigh. 
 

 
 
Table Top Sale: This takes place in the village hall tomorrow (Saturday 18th May) from 11am until 
1pm. There will be a variety of stalls including a book, stall run by the SSSG who are raising money 
for the reading garden. Please come along!  
 
Last Saturday many of you attended the vintage tea. It was a lovely event with lots of delicious 
cakes. As a result of the event, the school has had a donation of £300 towards the reading garden 
project so thank you to Lorna and all of the helpers. 
                             
Mrs Recycle: Thanks for the many donations of bottle tops. Mrs Recycle is back in next week to start 

working with the children on using them for a mural. Please continue to send in as many more as 

possible. 

Governing Body:  There will be a meeting of the full governing body on Monday 20th May at 7.00 

p.m.  As always, you are welcome to attend the Part One section of the meeting. 

 

 

                                           

                         

 

                          


