
 

Celebrating Learning Together 

Shebbear Community School 

Newsletter – Friday 17th January 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
You may recall that last week I shared the qualities we are asking of all our children – known 
as ‘Every lesson, Every day’. One of the most important is the quality of being kind and 
thoughtful to others. With this in mind, the School Council has decided to undertake a 
fundraising event to raise money to support the bush fires currently raging across Australia. 
I am sure that any of us who have seen the devastation and loss of life (mainly animals) they 
have caused cannot fail to have been moved. The images of koalas, kangaroos, wallabies 
and so on have been truly awful in addition to the loss of properties and farm land. Rural 
areas have been particularly hard hit so it feels right that we as one rural community should 
try to help another. The great irony is how useful it would be if we could just export all the 
rain we have been having in the last few months. As we know only too well, life sadly 
doesn’t work in that way! 
 
Therefore next Friday (24th January) will be a non-uniform day. We are asking that the 
children bring in a donation which can be of any amount. The School Council are also going 
to run a cuddly toy sale. The idea is that the children will donate a cuddly toy to sell and 
then buy another one back. It would be great if we could have as many donations as 
possible. The toys do need to be in good condition but can be of any type. School Council 
are asking that they are brought in by Thursday so they can be sorted ready for the sale on 
Friday. We are suggesting a donation of £1 to buy a toy so the children will need to bring 
some additional money in if they wish to buy one.  
 
The success of the sale will be dependent on lots of donations of cuddly toys so please do 
have a look at home to see if there are one or two you may be able to donate. Many thanks 
in anticipation. 
 
Have a good weekend.  
 
 

Mr Alford  
Headteacher               
 
 



Achievement Assembly:  Awards were given this week to: 

 Archie in Teddy for the fantastic attitude he has shown this term; 

 Annie W for undertaking some independent research at home on Kings and Queens; 

 Otto in Panda for ensuring he settles to his work quickly each day so he can finish 
each set task; 

 Jasper in Panda received a citizenship award for helping the younger children cut up 
their food at lunch; 

 Oliver in Koala and Matilda in Panda both received awards to recognise how well 
they have both settled in a school since joining us this term. 

 
Don’t forget that all parents and carers are very welcome to attend our achievement 
assembly on a Monday afternoon starting at 3.10pm. 
 
Maths Week: Next Monday is the start of Maths Week with various activities taking place to 
promote this most important of subjects. There is an ongoing competition for all children to 
answer:  if 37 is the answer, what is the question? We have some visitors talking about how 
they use maths in their jobs, there will be games going on during playtimes (all involving 
maths) and parents/carers are invited to join us on Wednesday (11am to 12pm) to work 
alongside the children in their maths lesson. In addition, we are producing a maths map to 
identify where maths is used across the village.  Please see the attached sheet. 
 
Reading Challenge: Congratulations to Hannah and Sammy who were the winners of the 
reading challenge raffle and both received prizes of book tokens. Koala class were the class 
winners who had the highest proportion of children completing the challenge. Special 
mention to Ella and Freddie who both produced brilliant reading records of the books they 
had read so received a special prize each. Thanks to everyone who took part and look out 
for a new reading challenge idea that School Council are currently working on. 
 
Craft Club: There was an error on the letter about this club regarding the timing. Just to 
confirm it remains an after school club running at the normal time of 3.30 to 4.30pm. Sorry 
for any confusion. 
 
Lunches: Thanks to everyone who had a school dinner yesterday. The high uptake should 
mean we will receive a good amount of funding to support the provision of free school 
meals for infants. In other lunch news, there is a change of menu next Tuesday (21st) when 
chilli will replace meatloaf. 
 

Knowledge Stop:   Musical instruments are grouped into families depending on how they 

make their sound. The groups are:  

Brass (instruments such as trumpet, trombone and tuba),  

Woodwind (flute, recorder and clarinet),  

Strings (violin, cello and guitar), and 

 Percussion (drums, xylophone and cymbals). 

 



SATs Meeting: Thanks to all those who came along to the Y6 SATs information meeting. I 
hope it was useful and informative. The slides from the presentation should have been sent 
on to you but please feel free to speak to Mrs Gough or myself if you need any further 
information.  
 
Sports Update: Our netball team played its latest match on Monday against a very strong 
(and tall) Langtree team. Next Wednesday afternoon our football team has a local derby 
against Shebbear College. 
 
Tik Tok: Please see the attached information for the social media website Tik Tok. I 
understand that it is a popular site with many children so you may find the attached 
information useful. 
               
 
 
                    
 

 

 
     
 
                   
 
                                          
                                                         

                                                                                            
                                       

 
 

 
 

 

                                           

                         

 

                          


