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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I’ve talked a lot recently about developing the children’s knowledge. There was plenty of this on display last 
Saturday evening when the SSSG held a family quiz. There was a great turn out of both adults and children for 
an evening of competitive yet friendly quizzing. The team representing the Hockin and Hunter families were 
the eventual winners in a very tight contest. Thanks to everyone who came along not least the volunteers from 
the SSSG for organising the evening and cooking the delicious food. The event raised £150. 
 
Do check the Holsworthy Post this week for an article about the recent visit of Cllr Barry Parsons to the school. 
There’s a lovely photo of the school council.  
 
Don’t forget that we have the Shebbear long weekend next week. School will be closed on Friday 21

st
 and 

Monday the 24
th

 for one occasional day and one non-pupil day. Let’s hope that the weather cheers up before 
then. I look forward to hearing what everyone got up to. 
 
Have a great weekend.  

 

Mr Alford  

Headteacher               

 
Awards: Awards were given this week to: 

 Ollie in Panda for his fantastic attitude when completing all his tests in one day (after he had 
been poorly) 

 Owen in Koala for the high level of accuracy in his maths work 
 Brooke in Paddington for gaining confidence in using column addition 
 Raya in Teddy for her great re-telling of the story, ‘Don’t spill the milk’ 
 Felix in Teddy for his fantastic knowledge of coins 
 Laila P in Panda received a citizenship award for being such a good friend 

 
Parents and carers are welcome to join us each Monday afternoon at 3.10pm. 
 
Sports’ Day: This takes place on Wednesday afternoon starting at 1.15pm. The new house t-shirts 
have arrived and you should have received yours by now (check at the office if not). These should be 
worn for Sports’ Day and thereafter should be in school for PE lessons (please remember to name 
them!) I’m sure it will be a fun afternoon of competition and I look forward to seeing lots of you 
there. Should the weather not be so great, we will aim to make a decision on postponing as soon as 
possible. Check for a text and on the school website for updates. 
 



There is a Sports’ Day/Women’s World Cup themed menu on Wednesday (see attachment for 
details). 

Teddy Class Trip: On Monday, children from Teddy class enjoyed a trip to the Burton Gallery in 
Bideford to see the exhibition of photographs of North Devon by James Ravilious 
and Roger Deakins. It was a lovely visit and the children enjoyed looking at the 
photographs on display. They were able to compare the images of the various 
people (mostly taken in the 1970s) to life today including some of the fashion 
choices which they found funny. They were fascinated by ‘old fashioned’ film 
and the concept of having to send the pictures off to be developed before you 
could see them! By chance, we even came across a photograph of my mum on 
display from when she was a dinner lady at Hatherleigh School! The children 
were very well behaved throughout the visit not least as there were many 
members of the public there (a number of whom commented on how sensible 
they were and how they were engrossed in their learning). Thanks to Mrs Fuller 
for organising the trip along with Mrs Quance and Mrs Kirk for driving. I have 
come across one other photograph taken by James Ravillious (fortunately not on 
display at the Burton). I’ll leave you to see if you can spot anyone you know. 

The Whitsun Word-a-day Challenge: I am pleased to say that there were nearly 30 completed 
vocabulary challenge sheets. These children all received a certificate at assembly on Monday. They  
were then entered in to a raffle to win a book token. These were won by Victor and Macy (both in 
Y6). 

Fire Safety Talk: On Thursday afternoon children in Panda and Koala had a fire safety talk from a 
visiting fire safety officer. She talked about safety around the home including spotting potential fire 
hazards, checking your smoke alarm regularly and formulating a fire evacuation route. It was a really 
interesting talk and the children were given some information booklets to take home. 
 
Phonics Screening: Well done to the Year 1 children who completed their phonics screening 
assessment on Thursday. Despite not really knowing they were doing an assessment, they all did 
very well. 
 
School Photos:  Are being sent home today via pupil post.  If you would like to order any then please 
return your order to the school office by Wednesday 26th June. 
 
Halwill Football Tournament: Our second set of matches were scuppered by the rain this week. We 
will try again on Tuesday evening. 
 
Family Questionnaires: Thanks to those of you who have returned the family questionnaires so far. 
The deadline for sending them back is 25th June. 
 
Circus at Halwill School: If you fancy something to do this weekend, Halwill School have a circus 
tomorrow with two shows at 12pm and 2pm. See the attached flier for more details.                      
                         

 

                          


