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Shebbear Community School 

Newsletter – Friday 13th March 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It’s certainly been a very busy week which has included both our trip to Exeter and Sport Relief 
today. Please see below for a full report on both. 
 
Next Wednesday we are holding our Grandparents’ Day. We are looking forward to welcoming 
about 30 grandparents in to school to have a tour, watch some of the learning going on and have a 
look at the children’ work. The morning will be rounded off with the chance to enjoy lunch in the 
hall. For those coming along, things will start at 10.30am.  
 
As we stand, the plan is to go ahead with the event. Obviously we will continue to monitor things 
and we will totally understand if any of our visitors decide they would prefer not to attend. Likewise, 
anyone not feeling well should not attend. However, the latest advice continues to be that school 
and school events should go ahead as planned.  
 
You may have seen the Prime Minister on television yesterday talking about the country moving to 
the ‘delay stage’ of managing the Coronavirus. Closing schools was not one of the strategies 
suggested so we will continue to operate as normal. Don’t forget that school will close anyway a 
fortnight from today for the Easter holidays (for two weeks). The key piece of advice announced 
today was around the importance of people self-isolating (for seven days) if they have a persistent 
cough or high temperature. This applies both to adults and children. If children display symptoms 
whilst they are in school we will contact you to collect them as a precaution. 
 
It does have the potential to cause some issues both in terms of pupil attendance and staffing. In 
terms of the latter, we may need to consider class arrangements in order to keep the school running 
such as merging classes together if necessary. Hopefully this won’t be needed and we will endeavour 
to keep things going as normally as possible. As a school, we continue to plan for all eventualities.  
 
It’s obviously quite a concerning time for everyone not least the children. We will continue to 
reassure them as I am sure you are doing at home. The most positive thing is that all evidence 
suggests that children are less susceptible to the more serious effects of contracting the virus. 
However, we all have a responsibility to keep both the school and the wider community safe at this 
time and we all have to play our part in achieving this. 
 
 
 
Mr Alford     
Headteacher    



 
Achievement Assembly:  Awards were given this week to: 

 Elliot in Koala class for keeping his high standard of writing up in all lessons 

 Oakley in Teddy for the improvements in his writing 

 Wilomina in Teddy for her excellent weather recording 

 Teddy Class presented to parents sharing some examples of their learning this term. On 
Monday it is the turn of Koala class to present some of their learning 

 Don’t forget that all parents and carers are very welcome to attend our achievement 
assembly on a Monday afternoon starting at 3.10pm.  

 
Exeter Trip: Wednesday proved to be a fantastic day out for the children of Shebbear School with 

lots of learning and cultural experiences – all aided by some beautiful sunshine and no rain! 

Koala class started their day at the Crown Court where they had the chance to meet Judge Johnson 

along with some of the other court workers. We were able to sit in the court room (there was no 

trial on) having the chance to experience the witness stand, the jurors’ box and even the judge’s 

bench itself – he allowed the children to try on his wig if they so wanted. Finley was a great sport 

and agreed to be put on trial. He had to sit behind the glass screen in the defendant’s box while the 

evidence was heard and the jury made their decision. Our time at the court ended with the chance 

to have a look inside one of the vans that transport people to and from the court. 

Children from Teddy and Panda classes visited Exeter Cathedral. They had a guided tour of this 

beautiful building admiring the architecture and learning about its long history. They saw the 

Bishop’s chair which is the oldest of its type in England. The children were asked to lie on the floor 

and look up at the ceiling of the cathedral and take in the wonder of it all. They asked some excellent 

questions and the guide commented on the quality of these and the high level of interest the 

children showed. 

We all then joined up to walk through the centre of Exeter to the mosque. We had intended just to 

have a look from the outside and see some of the features of the building, but while we were 

waiting the Imam asked if we would like to have a look inside. We all had to remove our shoes then 

sit on the floor of the prayer room. He spoke to everyone about the mosque itself and we heard a 

recitation (in Arabic) as well as learning about how Muslim people pray.  

From here we walked back to the cathedral passing lots of interesting shops including one that had 

an amazing array of food fresh fruit and vegetables on display. We passed the wall the Romans built 

when they were ruling Exeter and also stopped at a church that had been bombed during WW2. 

Both of these relate to topics being covered this year. 

After lunch, Reception and KS1 children undertook an art workshop at the cathedral where, amongst 

other things, they made a lovely key ring to take home. These also learnt about the Easter story. KS2 

children meanwhile walked down to the Exeter Synagogue. We were asked to sit with boys and girls 

separately (as is the tradition) and boys all had to wear a hat. Our guide talked to the children about 

the history of the synagogue which is over 200 years old. He showed us some of the key features and 

symbols then shared with us a large scroll which contained the Torah. He explained that this is used 

during their services on Saturdays which is the traditional day for people to attend the synagogue. 

The children were able to have a closer look and see that it is written in Hebrew.  



It was a fascinating day and full of experiences which are not ordinarily available as a general 

member of the public. Hopefully the children will remember the experience and it supports their 

learning not least in religious education. The visit to the court certainly supported another key 

aspect of provision in school which is around promoting British Values – the concept of justice in 

particular. The children’s behaviour and the level of respect shown was exemplary and it was 

commented on at all the venues we attended. Thanks for supporting the visit with your donations 

and to all the staff for making it such a great day, not least Mrs Wood who organised and 

coordinated the day (which was a big challenge with so much going on) and Mrs Gough for arranging 

the court visit.  

Sport Relief: Around 20 children took part in the scoot/walk to school this morning. They were 
guided by Mrs Wood, Mrs Gough and Mrs Evans, accompanied by some parents and we even had 
some dogs coming along! They started near Allacott Farm and headed back towards Shebbear 
(avoiding the numerous potholes) finally making their way to school by 8.45am. The children really 
enjoyed the experience and it was a great way to start the day. Friday afternoons have sport going 
on anyway with Saints South West sessions and some of the children swimming. Lots of Sport Relief 
wristbands have been sold and many people have made sponsorship donations which will be passed 
on. You can also donate via the internet using this link:  
http://www.justgiving.com/owner-email/pleasesponsor/shebbearscoottoschool  
 
Netball League:  The Great Torrington School netball league has now finished for the season and our 
team were delighted to be presented with the ‘Fair Play’ award for demonstrating superb attitudes 
throughout the competition.  A huge thank you to Kate Tucker who comes in to train the squad at 
least once a week through wind, rain and shine!   
 
Parent Governor Vacancies:  I am delighted to let you know that we have received two nominations 
for our two vacancies:  Mrs Leanne Marshall will continue as a parent governor and we are pleased 
to welcome Mr John Richards who will take up post in April when Mrs Gill Fowler’s term of office 
ends.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Fowler for all of her support over the last 8 
years. 
Parking: We are still having issues around parking in front of the wall by the school gate (in the 

village hall car park). This makes it difficult for people to turn safely and blocks in users of the 

disabled spaces. The village hall allows parents/carers to park here to drop off and pick up. They may 

remove this privilege if there continue to be complaints. Thanks in anticipation. 

Science Day: Unfortunately this visit had to be postponed. Hopefully it will be rearranged for the 

summer term. 

Saying of the Week: Here is another proverb to chat about this weekend …. ‘A picture tells a 

thousand words’.                                            

                                                            

http://www.justgiving.com/owner-email/pleasesponsor/shebbearscoottoschool

