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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It may be my age, or possibly the effects of a long school year, but I forgot to mention our forthcoming open 
evening when I was going through dates last week. I would like to invite you to drop in to school next 
Wednesday (17

th
 July) between 4pm and 5pm. It will be an opportunity to see some of the children’s work as 

well as have an informal chat with your child’s current teacher plus their new one if they are moving up. There 
will be no set appointments just the chance to come in to school and have a look around.  
 
I do appreciate it comes on the same day as the Plymouth trip, but we were limited on days that fell after the 
reports were sent out and all of the teachers were in. The Plymouth trip is due to get back at around the end 
of school (possibly slightly after). The teachers will need a quick ten minutes to freshen up and we should then 
be ready to go. 
 
I also said that we return to school on Wednesday the 5

th
 September – of course I actually meant to type 

Wednesday 4
th

 September. 
 
It would be lovely to see lots of you there and hope that you will be able stay on after the trip has returned. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 

Mr Alford  

Headteacher               

 
Awards: Awards were given this week to: 

 Macy in Koala for being consistently thoughtful when writing stories 
 Ryan in Paddington for finding the pattern in our maths investigation 
 Oakley in Teddy for his much improved attitude to learning 
 Archie in Teddy for using fantastic maths language 

 
No achievement assembly this coming Monday due to Art Week. 
 
Plymouth Trip: This whole school visit to the Plymouth Aquarium takes place on Wednesday 17th 
July. Children need to wear school uniform but can wear trainers or other suitable walking shoes, if 
they wish. They will also need to bring a packed lunch and a drink (plastic bottles only please). 
Lunches can be provided for those who normally have them, but they do need to be ordered in 

advance via the school office. Most importantly, the trip sets off at 8.30am. We will not 

be able to wait for late comers so please do be on time. As mentioned above, we should be back by 
the end of school but it is a fair trek back from Plymouth. We will keep you updated by text. 
 



Art Week: Next week, the whole school will be involved in Art Week.  We will create a whole school 
sculpture inspired by the work of Sandy Brown; a whole school collage inspired by our visit to the 
aquarium; and various individual pieces.  The children will learn about famous artists in English 
lessons and assemblies and will learn about local pottery during a visit from Julian Vayne from the 
Burton Art Gallery. 
 

Trips this week: Koala enjoyed their day following the river Torridge and learning about how its use 
and appearance changes from source to mouth.  The highlights of the day (aside from the visit to the 
Hockings van!) were spotting an otter swimming under a bridge and a talk from local artist Sandy 
Brown. 
As part of our topic ‘learning on our local area’, Panda class visited Bridge Mill to learn about how a 
mill works and to have a go at spinning wool. The children enjoyed working the quern (see photo) 
even though it was quite hard work.  Unfortunately, we couldn't see the mill in action because of the 
lack of water. Fun was had in Rosie's workroom, as they teased the wool from Gracie and Alice (the 
sheep) into bracelets. They then fed the sheep which was quite exciting for many of them. 
The trip concluded with a well-earned ice-cream in Bude (see photo). 

                              
      
Reports: We were hoping school reports would go out today. 
Unfortunately, our school printer decided to stop working which 
scuppered this plan. The part we need was due to be delivered today so they should be ready by 
Monday.  I hope that you find the reports useful and informative. Open evening next Wednesday 
will also provide an opportunity to clarify anything should you need it. The children will spend the 
morning in their new classes next Thursday. 
 

Lunch on Wednesday: The children in Teddy Class enjoyed having a Teddy Bear’s picnic on 
Wednesday lunchtime. The children, along with their bears, the Year 4s and the staff who were not 
on the two trips headed up to the top field for a very enjoyable picnic lunch. The Year 4 children had 
to work for theirs. They were left in charge of making their lunch and did a great job with the help of 
Vikki and Miss Derwin. It was a sight to see with them all in their blue hair nets and gloves (health 
and safety and all that) buttering the bread and making up the sandwiches. They also made some 
cakes using their maths skills to calculate the ratios needed for the ingredients, then weighing them 
out.  
 

World Cup Cricket and Netball: As many of you know, I do love my cricket and while my playing days 
are long since gone, I have enjoyed following the World Cup which is going on at the moment. The 
good news is that England has reached the final which takes place on Sunday and they will be 
playing New Zealand. The other good news is that SKY have agreed that the final can be shown free 
to air on Channel 4 with the match starting at 10.30am. I know lots of Shebbear children like their 
cricket too so they may want to watch England (hopefully win) in between their normal Sunday 
activities. I’m hoping to wrestle the remote control off the other members of my family, and I’ll be 
keeping my fingers crossed for an England victory!  
 
You may also know that the netball world cup starts today with England being one of the favourites. 
This will also be shown on TV (BBC as well as SKY). With the many of our Shebbear netball team 
moving on this year we, need some new players for next season so I hope watching some top class 
play may inspire one or two.                                          


