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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
On Tuesday, Mrs Gough and myself attended a course on developing  good vocabulary. The 
research suggests that having a good knowledge of words at a young age will greatly 
enhance the children’s chances of doing well at school and in the future. It is always worth 
spending time with the children discussing new words they come across – what they mean, 
how they are used in context, alternative meanings and so on. Building this up will help the 
children when talking to others as well as when reading and writing. 
 
Reading regularly at home with the children is a great way to build up a good vocabulary not 
least if you take a bit of time to discuss some of the words you come across. 
 
Our author visits this week have certainly inspired the children. On Monday we welcomed 
both Layn Marlow and Joseph Coelho. Layn shared her book about an owl and produced an 
amazing illustration for us to keep. She also showed our younger children how to create 
their own owl images which were excellent. Joseph worked with KS2 children and shared 
some of his poems before showing the children how to write poems of their own using good 
word choices. Both signed copies of their books for the children to take home. The authors 
were visiting the school as part of the Appledore Book Festival.    
 
On Wednesday we welcomed local author Dr Ed Fox who talked to the children about the 
process of writing his own books which are predominantly about history. Thanks to him and 
all our visitors this week, as well as Mrs Gough for organising the experience. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Mr Alford  
Headteacher               
 
Achievement Assembly: Awards were given this week to: 

 Oakley in Teddy for the excellent effort in all of his learning 

 Hannah in Teddy for her fantastic attitude to learning  

 Henry in Panda class for his excellent diary entry 

 Reuben in Panda for his use of full stops 



 Lily in Koala for her enthusiasm during the poetry workshop 

 Don’t forget that parents and carers are welcome to join us on Monday afternoons 
at 3.10pm for our achievement assembly. This is the opportunity to celebrate the 
good work going on in school and watch some of the children receive award 
certificates. Please sign in at the school office and we look forward to seeing lots of 
you there.  

 

Writing Competition: All children are welcome to enter our writing competition which has a 

very exciting prize!  Children need to write a story about anything they choose. These need 

to be handed back to class teachers by the 14th October (that’s on Monday). There will be 

two winning prizes which is a ticket to meet the author Michael Morpurgo at the Burton 

Gallery in Bideford on Saturday 19th October at 2.30pm. He will be doing a talk which will 

last for about an hour. Obviously, you will need to be available on this date (which is the 

first Saturday of half term). There are two tickets available (parents of the winners can 

accompany them too). Hopefully lots of you will want to enter. 

Christmas Play Auditions: These will be taking place next Thursday and are for speaking 

parts in the forthcoming Christmas play. Mrs Gough and Mrs Evans have chosen two pieces 

which children need to learn ahead of their audition. Please see one of them if you need 

more details. 

Parents’ Evenings:  The appointment sheets are in the school entrance foyer (Panda and 

Koala) and the covered area (Teddy) – please do pop in and make an appointment with the 

relevant teacher(s) to discuss your children’s learning.  If you are unable to get into school 

then please contact the school office to make an appointment for you. 

After School Clubs:  There will be no Film or Spanish clubs next Monday due to the 

aforementioned parents’ evenings.  After half term Craft Club will be moving from Tuesdays 

to Thursdays and Gardening club finishes next week.  Please let the school office know if 

your child will not be continuing to attend a club after half term. 

Big Breakfast: It was lovely to see so many people at the Big Breakfast this morning. Thanks 

to everyone who helped including Vikki in the kitchen (and who came in extra early), 

committee members, governors and staff for their time, everyone that helped clear up, 

Lorraine Davies for donating the eggs, the village hall for loan of the plates and for everyone 

who attended and supports our event. It was a great way to start the day! 

    



Harvest Festival: This takes place next Friday morning starting at 9.15am. All of the children 

will be taking part so it would be great to have lots of parents/carers attending. We are 

asking the children to donate either fresh produce (which will be sold that morning) or 

tins/packets and so on, which will be passed on to the local food bank.  These can be sent 

into school from next Wednesday – thank you. 

In School this week: As well as the author visits, Teddy class have been learning how to 

draw a plan of their classroom and imagine they were looking down with a bird’s- eye view. 

Panda have been making their own compasses.  If they could have a practice with a real one 

it would enhance their understanding of direction and magnets. They are also learning 

about time which is always a good one to work on at home – asking them what time it is, 

how long until and so on, will help build their understanding. Koala has been learning this 

week about rationing during the war, insulating sounds and finding information about 

cathedrals. 

School Photos:  All the children had their photo taken by the school photographer 

yesterday, including family groups and hopefully these have all made their way safely home.  

Orders need to be received by Friday 1st November please so that the photographers have 

plenty of time to process and return them to school in good time for Christmas. 

North Devon Journal:  Speaking of photos, look out for a lovely photo of our Reception 
children in next week’s ‘First Class’ edition of the North Devon Journal. 
 
Brexit: Unless you have been living in a cave (with no internet or TV access) for the last 
three years, you will know that the United Kingdom is due to leave the EU on the 31st 
October. In the event of this (and a no deal Brexit) the Department for Education (DfE) are 
advising schools on any steps they may need to take. We have no overseas staff at school so 
issues around employment rights will not apply to us. We are not aware that it should 
impact unduly on the running of schools but I will obviously keep you updated on this. The 
DfE have asked school to inform any parents/carers in the community who are EU, EEA or 
Swiss citizens that they need to apply to the EU Settlement Scheme to continue living in the 
UK after 2020. 
 
Read the guidance on EU Settlement Scheme to find out who needs to apply. 
 
Half term: Don’t forget that half term starts at the end of next week (19th to the 27th 
October inclusive).                                
                                                  

https://www.gov.uk/eu-eea
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families

