
 

Celebrating Learning Together 

Shebbear Community School 

Newsletter – Friday 10th May 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I’d like to start this week by saying a big thank you to all of those who came along on Saturday to 
start they work on the reading garden. We want to create a quiet and calm area in our lovely school 
grounds where children can spend their break time with a favourite book or chat quietly with their 
friends. In order to create this space, we are raising money through the SSSG and on Saturday, a 
hardy gang of volunteers spent some of their Bank Holiday clearing the garden area of various bits of 
rubbish, tidying up the overgrown shrubs and giving the pathways a power wash.  

          
 
The results are already clear to see and the children had a fantastic surprise when they returned to 
school on Tuesday. The Year 6 children already love their upgraded area! Thanks to everyone who 
came along on Saturday to help. Although the numbers were not huge, everyone worked incredibly 
hard and their fantastic efforts are really appreciated by all of the children and staff. We will keep 
the website updated with the progress on our reading garden project (there are more photos there). 
 
If possible, you may want to come along to the Vintage Tea at the Village Hall between 2 and 4pm. 
The organisers are very kindly going to donate half of the proceeds to the reading garden project. It 
would be great to see lots of you there and you may even want to donate a cake or savoury item for 
the tea. 
 
As ever, it’s great to see the Shebbear community coming together and working to improve the 
school for all of our children. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Mr Alford  

Headteacher               
                                                
  



Awards: Due to the Bank Holiday there were no awards this week. Achievement assembly is back on 
Monday at 3.10pm. All parents and carers are invited to attend. 
 
Y6 SATs: Good luck to all of our Y6 children who will be undertaking SATs tests next week. 
Regardless of whether you think they are a good thing or not, I am sure you would join me in wishing 
the children well and hope that they do as well as possible. 
 
Inter-School Collaboration: One of the things I have been keen to do since becoming head, is to 
form strong links with other local schools. As a small rural school, it can be quite easy to become 
isolated. I have always been keen for Shebbear to retain full independence and continue serving the 
local community. Working with other schools is one way you can do this while at the same time 
ensuring our standards hold up and staff have wider opportunities to develop their skills. In recent 
weeks staff have visited schools such as Holsworthy, Hartland and Monkleigh to look at things such 
as phonics teaching, early years provision and standards of writing. Last week myself and the 
teaching staff joined with staff from Halwill, Hatherleigh, Ashwater, Holsworthy and St Giles on the 
Heath to look at standards of work and ways in which we can improve learning across all of our 
schools. It is something I would like to develop further not least in the light of the new Ofsted 
inspection framework which comes in to force in September. I attended training on this on 
Wednesday and it is very clear that smaller schools like ourselves will need to work together, 
particularly on how we support our curriculum (which is going to be a key focus) and ensure staff are 
well trained and supported. 
 
Netball: The planned match for Wednesday was cancelled due to the very heavy downpours. 
 
Cross Country: As I write, our cross country team are ‘getting in the zone’ ahead of the competition 
at Monkleigh this afternoon. Good luck to all our runners. Hopefully there will be an update on the 
website later and a report here next week. **Stop press – Ruby came 3rd and Mimi 5th.  Well done 
girls!** 
 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic: On the penultimate day of this half term (Thursday 23rd) our Kitchen Manager, 
Vikki, is cooking a Teddy Bears’ Picnic menu of oven baked sausages, vegetable fingers, jacket 
wedges, sweetcorn and peas followed by a teddy bear biscuit. Look out for the posters around 
school. 
                               
Childcare Course: I know that there is a real shortage of child minders in the Shebbear area. If you 

are considering a career in childcare, you may be interested in this upcoming course. It may be that 

you are the person to fill the Shebbear childcare gap! 

Preparing to be a childminder course: 
This 2-day course covers all the training requirements to prepare you for Ofsted registration. The 
course costs £50. 
Course dates:                            5th& 12thJune 2019 (Barnstaple Library) 

If you have any questions about the course, such as do you need to do it if you have prior 
knowledge of working in early years, how are sessions broken down etc. -  please 
emailearlyyearschildcareservices-mailbox@devon.gov.uk or phone 01392383000 and ask for Kerry 
Thorne, Nik Wills or Nikki Phillips. 

If you would like to book a place please contact the Early Years Team: eycs@devon.gov.uk . They 
will be able to create a training account for you and will let you know how you can book and pay for a 
place on the course. 

mailto:earlyyearschildcareservices-mailbox@devon.gov.uk
mailto:eycs@devon.gov.uk


*You must also attend a Paediatric First Aid course (£65) and a Safeguarding Awareness course (fully funded). 
Dates are available from the DEL training website. If you already hold a current Paediatric First Aid and 
Safeguarding Awareness certificate you do not need to undertake this training again until yours expires.  

 

Bottle Tops Still Needed: Thanks for the further donations of bottle tops. Another 800 or so to meet 

our target of 1000 needed for the mural. 

The Shebbear Way: Using the example of the amazing comebacks of Liverpool and Tottenham in the 

Champions League this week, I spoke to the children in assembly about the importance of never 

giving up and showing determination to do well. Both teams managed their wins from seemingly 

impossible positions and acts as a good lesson to us all. I asked the children to show the same level 

of determination and resilience in their work, not least when it becomes more difficult and 

seemingly impossible. Number 2 on the Shebbear Way is: ‘We will be determined and never give 

up’. I am hoping the children will be showing this in the coming weeks.  

Talking of determination, I saw this little chap today who has clearly identified that our fruit waste 

bin makes for much easier pickings than worms in the ground and such like. It didn’t seem at all 

fazed by the many pairs of eyes looking and they pick their way through old apples and banana skin. 

It certainly fascinated me and many of the children at lunchtime today! 

                                                       

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                                           

                         

 

                          


