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Newsletter – Friday 10th January 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
A happy new year to you all and I hope that you had a lovely Christmas break. The children have returned to 
school in a positive frame of mind, refreshed and ready for their learning this term.   
 
I feel that there has been a very positive move in terms of the children’s attitudes to learning. We try to 
reinforce the principle that there is no substitute for hard work and approaching your learning in the right way. 
You may have seen a display in school which is called ‘Every lesson, Every day’. This is the approach we want 
all of the children to adopt in school. In other words, whatever they are doing, whenever it is, we want the 
children to put in the maximum effort and do the absolute best they can. It means that children should be 
having the same positive attitude to their PE lesson on a Friday afternoon as they would for their mathematics 
lesson on a Monday morning. The principles are as follows: 
 

Take pride in everything you do 

Always produce your neatest work 

Have a positive attitude to your learning 

Listen carefully in lessons 

Aim to learn something new every day 

Be determined and resilient 

Have high expectations of yourself 

Learn to love reading 

Always be kind and thoughtful to others 

Improve your skills through lots of practise 

The final two have been added to the list. Kindness and thoughtful to others is so important and helps create a 
positive learning environment. Similarly, if you want to get good at something (reading, dancing, learning a 
musical instrument, maths, football and so on) nothing beats lots of practise. Hopefully you may have chance 
to talk through some of these over the weekend. 
 

Mr Alford  
Headteacher               



 
Achievement Assembly:  This will start again on Monday at 3.10pm. All parents and carers are very 
welcome to attend.  
 
Primary Places for September 2020: If your child is eligible to start Reception in September 2020, 
don’t forget that the deadline for applying for places is fast approaching. Applications need to be 
submitted by 15th January directly to Devon County Council (not the school) using the link 
www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline or call 0345 1551019. Even if you have a child already at the 
school, you still need to apply for the place of any younger siblings. Please let us know if you need 
any further information or if you are unable the website link as we can provide a paper copy. 
 
Reading Challenge: Around half the children in school have managed to complete the reading 
challenge and return their book marks. It’s been lovely to talk to some of the children and hear 
about their reading exploits over the holidays. Thanks for encouraging the children to take part and 
taking time to hear them read – it makes such a positive difference. The children who completed the 
challenge will get their certificates on Monday during assembly and we will have the draw for the 
book tokens.  
 
Clubs: Thanks for the many slips that have been returned. Clubs will start next week with the 
exception of Thursday football (squad training) which will begin again on the 23rd January. Please 
check with the teacher running the club if you need more details.  
 
Lunch on Thursday: This coming Thursday (16th January) is the second school census day of the year. 
Most importantly, it is the second day on which our funding for the universal free school meals (for 
Reception and KS1 children) is based. It is therefore really important that all children in reception 
along with years 1 and 2 have their free lunch on that day. Remember that if there is a low take up 
on the two appointed days, our funding is reduced to provide the lunches and we subsequently have 
to subsidise this from our own school budget. Vikki will be providing a choice of sausage or cheese 
and tomato pizza and chips with chocolate cracknel for ‘afters’. The menu is also available to the 
older children in school too. 
 
Speaking of school lunches, for those of you who like to pay half termly, the sum of £66.70 is due.  
Cheques to be made payable to ‘Devon County Council’ please.   
 
Congratulations: Following his never to be forgotten performance as one of the Ugly Sisters in our 
recent Christmas show, James in Year 6 has won a competition with the Total Theatre Group in Bude 
and will attend drama classes with them as his prize. Well done James! 
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