
Celebrating Learning Together

Shebbear Community School
Newsletter – Friday 1st February 2019

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It’s been the first week of the school year where the weather conditions have been at 
the forefront of our minds. As a headteacher, it’s right up there as one of the most 
stressful decisions you have to make. You frequently have to anticipate what the 
weather may look like later in the day or even the next morning. Getting the timing 
right is difficult too. Close the school too early and it sometimes comes to pass that 
the anticipated snow doesn’t come but closing too late doesn’t give people enough 
time to make alternative arrangements.  The added complication for us is that very few 
staff live locally. Add in our very rural location with surrounding roads that tend not to 
be high priority for the gritting lorry and you can see the challenges we face! 

We will always endeavour to open the school as long as we have sufficient staff here 
to supervise the children safely but on days like today it was felt that we had no choice 
but to close. Hopefully you received the text this morning which was sent by 7am, 
when it was clear that opening safely today was going to be impossible. Some of you 
may have also checked the Devon ‘closed schools’ website or maybe even heard on 
Radio Devon. Hopefully any further snow will come at the weekends or wait until half 
term when we can all enjoy it without worrying about school!

One casualty of the weather was our planned trip to Rosemoor on Wednesday. The 
bus we were due to travel on was stuck in Okehampton (who had far more snow and 
ice than us) so couldn’t get over to Shebbear. We are looking in to the possibility of 
rearranging hopefully when the weather is more pleasant. The Y4 and 5 football 
tournament on Tuesday at GTS was also postponed until a later date.

Enjoy the extended weekend.
 
Mr Alford 
Headteacher 
 
Awards: These were given to the following children this week:  

• Emily in Koala received a learning award for setting challenging targets for 
herself

• Ella in Panda has been independently  using inverted commas in her writing
• Dean In Paddington class has been working hard on his reading and spelling 

both at home and in school
• Hannah in Teddy has been challenging herself with independent learning



• Oakley in Teddy received an award for writing a lovely story
• Jago in Panda was the top Spellodrome scorer with an impressive 3310 points

Don’t forget that there is an open invitation to all parents and carers to attend our 
achievement assembly on Monday afternoons at 3.10pm.

Mrs Presswell: As you may have heard by now, Mrs Presswell will be leaving Shebbear 
at the beginning of March. She is moving to a new role working for the Devon Cricket 
Board as a development officer. I’m sure most of you will know that Mrs Presswell’s 
passion is cricket so this is a dream job for her. She has been at the school since 2009 
so it really is the end of an era. I’m pleased to say that Mrs Wood and Mrs Fuller will be 
taking the class for the rest of the school year. Mrs Wood will take Teddy on 
Thursdays and Fridays with Mrs Fuller in charge at the start of the week. Mrs Fuller 
knows Shebbear well as she has been providing support in Panda class since October 
but as a fully qualified teacher has been keen to get back in to the classroom with her 
own class. 

Maths Week: Despite the disruptive weather, there have still been plenty of maths 
related activities going on. The children have been undertaking a range of challenges 
to both test their skills but to also make maths fun! We had two speakers this week in 
Mr Quance and Mrs Brock who both spoke about how they use maths in their day to 
day work and life. As you know, the planned trip had to be called off on Wednesday 
and our open morning was also thwarted by the snow and ice.

Year 6 SATs Meeting: Don’t forget that that there is a meeting for Y6 parents 
regarding the forthcoming SATs tests. It starts at 5pm on Monday (4th February) in 
Koala classroom. Parents and children are welcome.

Netball: The netball team’s recent run of good results came to an abrupt end on 
Monday when we lost 15-0 against Highampton Primary. As ever, the team gave 
everything they had but were up against very strong opponents. 

Year 5 Music Day: On Thursday, our Year 5 pupils made the short walk up to Shebbear 
College for a music day. They took part in a variety of activities including ukulele 
playing, singing, keyboard playing and composing using digital software. Children from 
Holsworthy Primary joined us and the children worked in cross school groups. The 
event was organised by the Shebbear College music department and we used their 
lovely new music block. The day ended with a short concert for parents.

Plough Theatre: Please see attachments regarding opportunities for children at the 
Plough Theatre in Torrington.

Inter School Quiz: A team of four Shebbear pupils will be putting their brains to the 
test next Thursday evening when they take part in the Rotary Club inter school quiz at 
Okehampton Primary. Good luck to all those involved.

                                                                          




