
End of Term Update – Tuesday 21st July 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We finally reach the last day of the most unusual of school years. For the majority of children, their last day of 

normal school was on the 20th March, now over four months ago. I am sure that we are all hoping the school year of 

2020/21 will see things go back to normal and by this time next year we are talking about what a great year we have 

all had. 

Once again, well done to all of the children (and their adults) who have engaged in the home learning during this 

period. I know it has been a challenge at times but well done for sticking at it. You may be relieved to know that 

there will be no more home learning set and hopefully we will see everyone back in September for school as normal 

(at least the new type of normal).  

Hopefully attached to this are the results of the recent survey. Many thanks to those who took part and for the many 

positive comments submitted. We will also take on board the feedback given should we be in a lockdown situation 

again or generally in the context of the normal home learning. It was very heartening to read that you felt that the 

school have managed this situation well. 

Although most children have been working at home, we have maintained good numbers in school. They have shown 

a great attitude to being back under these unusual circumstances and have both worked hard at their learning and 

adapted to the new norms around social distancing etc. They have done a fantastic job. 

We say a sad farewell to our Year 6 children who had their final day of primary school today. It has been great that 

all of the children have made it back to school and although they have not been able to enjoy some of the traditional 

aspects of their final term, they have hopefully had a memorable time and enjoyed working together in a much 

smaller group than normal. I am sure that you will join me in wishing them all well for the future and every success 

as they move to GTS in the autumn term. 

The children in Year 6 have produced a leaving video which was premiered this afternoon. If you would like to have a 

view following the link here. Please, not sharing of this via social media etc. https://tinyurl.com/y3m858gz   

As they move on to pastures new, we are welcoming in our new reception children tomorrow for an induction 

session. We welcome them to Shebbear and hope they enjoy the same successes as our outgoing Year 6 children. It 

really reflects the transient nature of schools! 

Here is a message from Leanne Marshall of the SSSG: 

On behalf of the SSSG, I would like to say a huge thank you to all of our parents, carers and friends of our school who 
have supported us over the past year. Unfortunately due to the current situation we have been unable to hold our Big 
Breakfast and Family Quiz this term as planned. We are mindful that this situation may not change quickly, so we will 
be having to think of alternative fundraisers for the Autumn term – any ideas welcome!  

 
We are looking forward to the construction of the Reading Garden over the summer holidays and we can’t wait! This 
has been our main fundraising focus for the past 18 months and we are really excited that it will finally come 
together! 

 
We have received so much support from individuals, community groups and our Parish Council within the community 
for this project and we can’t thank you enough, we look forward to showing it off once completed. This will be a 
fantastic area for all of our children to enjoy and for the future generations who will become part of our school 
family. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/y3m858gz


I would also like to say a huge thank you to Mr Alford, all Staff and Governors of our school who have supported our 
fundraisers, especially our Christmas Fayre as it all runs in a timely manner and this wouldn’t happen without 
everyone coming together! 

 
And finally I would like to say a massive thank you to all members of our SSSG who all work incredibly hard to get the 
fundraisers organised, there is a lot of work that does go on behind the scenes which doesn’t always get noted. I am 
very proud of everyone and what we achieve, long may it continue! The children are and will always be the focus of 
every fundraising event we organise and if there are additional resources, trips, books or the larger projects that we 
can support, we will always strive to work as hard as we can to make this happen to be able to support every child 
within our school. 

 
If you would be interested in joining the SSSG team in the Autumn term will be more than happy to have you on 
board! Everyone is always welcome! 

 
With many thanks again. 

 
Kindest regards 

 
Leanne Marshall – Chairperson 

 
We had our end of year cup assembly today via Zoom. Well done to all those who received awards. They were: 

Reception Learning Tommy 

Year 1 Learning Rachel 

Year 2 Learning Raya  

Year 3 Learning Ella 

Year 4 Learning Elliot  

Year 5 Learning Mimi  

Year 6 Learning Leighton 

Matthew Mason Positive Attitude to School Dean 

Spirit of Devon Friendship Josh & Betty  

Mrs Hutton Performing Arts George & James (Y6) 

Sports  Owen  

 

I did mention on the return of pupils in September plan (sent last week) about the issue of face masks. The DfE 

guidance remains that pupils don’t need to wear masks in school. If, as an example, they wear a mask as they walk to 

school, could I please request that the children are provided with a small plastic zip up bag to put the mask in after 

use so that we don’t encourage the possibility of spreading any germs that may be sitting on it. Thanks.  

A final word of thanks must go to all of the staff here at school. They have done a tremendous job of keeping the 

teaching and learning going over these last four months. At times, it has not been without its challenges but 

everyone has just got on with it and I have felt very proud to work alongside such dedicated and hard-working 

colleagues. 

All it remains for me to say is have a great summer holiday break. Both staff and children deserve it along with all 

you supporting the home learning. School starts again on Monday 7th September (we have a couple of non-pupil 

days the week before). I will keep you updated should any plans change regarding the full opening of school in 

September via the website and Facebook. Let’s keep our fingers crossed that by September, we can start to return to 

normality. 

Enjoy your summer break, stay safe and see you all soon! 

Best wishes, 

Nick Alford 
Headteacher  


