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Friday 3rd March 2023 
 

Shebbear Community 

School 
Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It was lovely to see so many children dressed up as book characters 

yesterday for World Book Day. Some of the costumes were amazing 

and many had taken a huge amount of effort. After a certain amount 

of peer pressure, even I made an effort and joined a few Harry Potters 

in school (albeit I was HP in his middle aged years).  

The children in each class voted for their favourite costumes and these 

can be seen below. So well done Max, Emily, Liam, Ewan, Pixie, Ryn, 

Tom and Ella. 

            

Aside from WBD, we have had a busy week of sport. As previously 

mentioned, last Friday afternoon we visited Hatherleigh school and had 

simultaneous netball and football matches. Our netballers played 

against a more experienced Hatherleigh team but acquitted 

themselves really well and improved as the afternoon went on 

achieving a 3-3 draw in their final match. Meanwhile, the football team 

had a thrilling 4-2 win in a game that ebbed and flowed with Shebbear 

finally coming out on top. 

On Monday afternoon our Year 3 and 4 children played mixed (boys 

and girls) matches at Shebbear College. It was a lovely afternoon 

despite the bitterly cold weather and after two very competitive 

 

Upcoming Events 

March 6 

Parents Evening 1 

March 8 

Parents’ Evening 2 

March 9 

KS2 Solar Farm visit 

 
Awards were given this week 

to the following pupils: 

 

Teddy Class – Thea, Emily 

and Ryn 

 

Panda Class – Buster 

 

Koala Class – Annie and 

Sofia 

 
 

Babbage had most house 

points  
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matches, the children enjoyed their doughnut and juice at the end. 

After school on Monday, we travelled across to Langtree to play the 

first match in a new 5 a side tournament on their astro-turf pitch. We 

were up against Bradworthy who have proved to be our nemesis this 

season and I’m afraid to say they beat us once again. It was actually a 

very tight game but they just nudged past us. We go again next 

Monday with a game against Monkleigh. 

I am really pleased that we have been able to offer some of these 

opportunities to the children. I think inter-school sport is a really positive 

thing for the children and we will continue to look for further 

opportunities.  

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mr Alford 

Headteacher 

 

 

Other news this week 

Payments for Swimming/school finances: Mrs Hawker and myself 

attended a workshop on Wednesday to start setting our school 

budget for the forthcoming financial year – even though our 

school year is September to July our finances run from April to 

March. Like most schools, it doesn’t paint a particularly good 

picture for the years to come. We are luckier than many and our 

current pupil numbers are higher than they have been for some 

years (the amount of money we receive to run the school is based 

directly on how many children we have on roll).  

However, this will change over the next couple of years with 

bigger year groups leaving us in Y6 to be replaced by smaller year 

groups coming in to Reception – sadly for schools, there has been 

quite a significant drop in birth rates across Devon over the last 

few years. 

 

It all means that setting our budget for future years is proving more 

challenging and we are having to think harder about how we 

spend our income, bearing in mind that it needs to cover 

expenditure such as staff costs, electricity and learning resources.  

This is why we have to charge for things such as school trips and 

activities such as swimming 

 

In the case of the latter, this has been a real struggle and 

payments received for swimming have been well below the cost 

 

 

Useful Links 

School Contact Details 

Tel: 01409 281220 

Email: admin@shebbear-

pri.devon.sch.uk  

Website: http://www.shebbear-

pri.devon.sch.uk/  

Safeguarding: Any concerns 

should be reported to Mr Alford 

who is the Designated 

Safeguarding Lead. In his 

absence contact Mrs Gough or 

Mrs Evans. 

Ofsted Parent View: 
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk  

Latest Ofsted report: 
https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50188808  

Up-coming Term Dates:  

Friday 31st March is the last day 

of the spring term 

Monday 17th April is when the 

summer term starts 

Bank holiday for the King’s 

coronation on Monday 8th May 

Week of the 29th May is half 

term 

The school will be closed on 

Friday 23rd and Monday 26th 

June 

Full date list can be found here: 

http://www.shebbear-

pri.devon.sch.uk/parents-

carers/term-dates/                  
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of actually running it. This even takes into account that we don’t have to charge for transport as our 

friends at Shebbear College kindly lend us their mini-bus at no cost. However, we do need to pay for 

the pool and the instructors hence the charge we make. To date, only six parents/carers in Teddy 

class have paid for swimming this half term. The shortfall has to come from the school budget. 

Teaching swimming is a requirement for all schools but only to ensure those leaving primary school 

can meet the National Curriculum requirement. It means that many schools just teach the oldest 

children and this might only be for just a term. We currently offer this from Y1 to Y6 which is great and 

means everyone is having an opportunity.  

 

However, it is looking like this model is not really sustainable if we don’t receive enough contributions 

over the year – it was a similar picture amongst Panda and Koala classes in terms of the lack of 

payments. We will honour our commitment for this school year but may well have to cut back 

significantly the number of children who will be able to enjoy school swimming lessons next year. 

Obviously, I do appreciate the current cost of living crisis is hitting us all, including schools. I should 

also say many thanks to all those who have paid over the year. We really appreciate it.  

 

Parents’ Evenings: These will be next week on Monday 6th March and Wednesday 8th March. Thanks 

to everyone who has already signed up. There are still a few slots available so do please sign up on 

Monday if you have not done so already. 

 

Reception children vision screening:  Don’t forget that children in Reception should have received 

an email giving details and the option to opt out of the vision screening exercise which has been 

booked for the 21st March.  If you did not receive this then please contact the school office for a 

copy. 

 

Booking Lunches: Hopefully everyone is now feeling fairly confident with our online payment and 

booking system. Certainly, the number of problems with it have reduced significantly and most of the 

glitches have now disappeared. However, it is still prone to the odd human error in particular around 

the ordering of lunches. Can I please ask everyone to take care when ordering lunches (paid or free 

ones) so that we don’t have the fairly regular occurrence of people ordering school lunches but the 

child brings a packed lunch or vice versa. I will confess to having done the former at my daughter’s 

school but I will do my best to not repeat this. If you can do the same, we would really appreciate it.  

 

 

                                                 


