
 

Newsletter for Friday 5th June 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that you are all keeping safe and well. As you probably know, we welcomed back 

pupils from years 6, 1 and reception this week as well as some key worker children. It has 

been quite strange having so few children in (11 across the school). However, the children 

have all settled in well after their enforced break and have been pretty good at observing 

social distancing. The feedback from the children has been positive judging by the smiles on 

their face. We understand that a few more children in these year groups will be joining us 

shortly. We do have some capacity to increase the group size but remain within the 

government directive. 

To coin a phrase, this is likely to be a ‘slow burner’ and the speed at which numbers increase 

both in these groups and the wider school will be dependent on infection rates and the 

confidence people have that it is safe to ease the lockdown measures further. If you are in 

one of the eligible year groups or qualify as a key worker and you want your child to return 

to school, please let us know. 

Although it was mentioned by the Prime Minister a few weeks back, talk of other year 

groups returning before the end of the school year seems to have ceased for now. I’m not 

totally sure if it would be possible given the current directives on class sizes/groupings etc. 

The Commons Education Committee met on Wednesday and it was suggested that full time 

schooling may not be possible until November. It may be the case that pupils are schooled 

on a part time rota basis. As ever, we will have to await further guidance and I’m pleased to 

say that it won’t be me making the final call!! The BBC report is here: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-52895640 

The long break from school means undertaking learning at home is ever more important. Again, 

thank you for working so hard with the children in these challenging circumstances and also for 

sending us their work. It would be great if everyone could pass on examples of what the children 

have been doing – things can be emailed back as electronic documents or just take a photo of their 

work and email it to the teacher. We have had some workbooks returned this week which have been 

lovely to look through and see how much has been completed. Just ask if you need a new one. 

We are going to try to have some more lesson based sessions via Zoom. Teddy class have been doing 

daily phonics sessions including both the children in class and those at home. Similarly, Mrs Evans 

led a maths lessons yesterday direct from the school office. Please try to get the children involved in 

these. It will help with both their learning and keeping in touch with the other children. 

The school will continue with the calls home every couple of weeks. Again, these are useful 

for keeping school and home connected and I know they have been appreciated by many. 

For children attending school, we won’t be making the calls. You can contact us at any time 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-52895640


if you need any support or advice on the home learning or if you feel we can help in any way 

with the children’s emotional well-being. Again, I am really mindful that the longer this 

continues the more challenging it becomes for the children not least the potential anxiety 

about returning to school, whenever that may be. 

I’m going to attempt a Zoom assembly on Monday (8th June at 2.30pm). It will be nice to talk 

to the children and we will do our weekly awards. Hopefully lots of the children will be able 

to take part. The link is here and I’ll try to send a reminder on Monday morning. 

Topic: Celebration Assembly                Time: Jun 8, 2020 02:30 PM London 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8371040621?pwd=NkdXVFV3aUYvV2hidkt6Umt0YWY1UT09 

 

Meeting ID: 837 104 0621                     Password: 4BqVAy 

 

I would like to say thank you to those who have passed on positive messages about the 

home learning, keeping everyone connected and how the school have managed the re-

opening process. It is very much appreciated by all of us. We are all determined to ensure 

both those learning in school or at home continue to progress their learning, are as well 

prepared as they can be for the next school year and can stay happy and safe during these 

difficult times. 

All my best wishes. 

Nick Alford 

Headteacher  
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