
Newsletter for Friday 19th June 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that you all continue to keep well. We are slowly getting back to normal in school and 

although things are very different to the time before March, there is a semblance of normality – we 

are certainly getting used to the new normal!  

I am going to take this opportunity to say thanks and well done to the overwhelming majority of 

children who are continuing to engage in home learning. There has been lots in the media of late 

about the lack of learning going on at home during the lockdown. While it has been a challenge at 

times, most children (and their adults) have stuck at it and continue to complete the work being set 

and participate in the live lessons. I certainly enjoyed doing a science lesson with Koala class on 

Tuesday via Zoom and I’m pleased to report that the Celebration Assembly happened, first time and 

in its entirety, this week. It was lovely to see lots of you joining and the plan is to run it every 

Wednesday at 3pm, until the end of term. It will be the same link/password each week. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82657815599?pwd=cVdGZGRBVWcxVXJiUUJlODlvSjI0Zz09 
 
Meeting ID: 826 5781 5599 
Password: 7RFmrw 
 

Congratulations to the following children who received learning awards: 

Teddy – Pixie, Oakley, Wilomina 

Panda – Reggie, Zak, Casey 

Koala – Emily, George, Toby 

Now the Zoom assembly is going, I will no longer do the weekly Facebook video assembly. 

I would urge all the children learning at home to continue completing as much of the work set as 

possible and do please remember to send it back so we can see what you have been doing. Likewise, 

do send us any photos that you are happy to share on the Facebook page so that we can carry on 

keeping people connected. 

The question of when all pupils will return to school continues to be debated. As I am sure you 

appreciate, this presents a big challenge to all schools not least under the current government rules 

on social distancing and class sizes. However, I am keen to give more pupils the chance to get back 

to school before the summer holidays. We have been working on a plan this week to enable all 

pupils to spend time in school before the end of term and we think we have a workable and safe way 

to proceed. We hope to be able to give pupils in years 2, 3, 4 and 5 the chance to visit school weekly, 

over a three week period, starting in early July. The visits will focus on re-integrating the children 

back in to school life after such a long break. I will write to you again early next week so please do 

look out for the details. 

You may have also seen this week that the football player Marcus Rashford has successfully led a 

campaign for the extension of the Free School Meals voucher scheme during the summer holidays. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82657815599?pwd=cVdGZGRBVWcxVXJiUUJlODlvSjI0Zz09


Given the challenges of the last few months, there may be families who now qualify for this 

additional support. If your financial circumstances have changed recently and you think you may be 

eligible, please use this link for more details:  

https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/document/schools-and-families/#section-2 

The Universal Free School Meals scheme for all infant pupils (R, Y1, Y2) is not part of the voucher 

programme. However, pupils from these year groups, and who meet the criteria, may still be eligible 

for free school meal vouchers during the lockdown.  It is easy to apply, with a very quick response.  If 

you are eligible Mrs Hawker will then be able to send you the vouchers - £15 per child, per week. 

Attached is an updated Privacy Notice for your information.  A fully comprehensive version is also 

available from the school website. 

Finally, last week I said thank you to Kim Rumsam from 

Westcountry Concrete Services for kindly providing the 

concrete and services to widen the path to Little Bears Pre-

School.  I also need to say a big thank you to Derek Hutchings 

of Peter Hutchings Agricultural Contractors, Frithelstock, who 

have been kind enough to donate the excavation costs to us 

too.  Thank you to both local businesses for their support. 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

Nick Alford 

Headteacher 
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