
 

Shebbear Community School Newsletter 

Friday 2nd October 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Yesterday we welcomed Helen Morrell from the Life Bus. Due to the current situation, the 

children were taught in their classrooms rather than the Bus. While it was a shame the 

children didn’t get the full experience, the sessions were still really informative and they 

enjoyed talking and learning about a range of PSHE issues across the school. Pupils in Teddy 

had a session on looking after their bodies and talked about healthy eating and exercise. 

Panda children were learning about their beautiful brains and making good decisions. 

Meanwhile, Koala class looked at friendship issues including peer pressure to do things they 

shouldn’t do. It all links in with the new relationship education which has recently become a 

statutory part of the curriculum. We have a long term programme, using resources from the 

‘Scarf’ scheme of work which is produced by the Life Bus people. 

As I mentioned in a letter earlier this week, we are all set up for remote learning using the 

Google Classroom platform (although Teddy Class will continue to use Class Dojo). The 

teachers had training on Wednesday after school and we have set up the virtual classrooms. 

We will give the children as much training at school so they can confidently use it at home, 

should they need to do so. It is a very user friendly platform which can be accessed from any 

device. If you have chance this weekend, why not log on from home and have a look? 

One of the many challenges we face as we move deeper into autumn is balancing the need 

to keep classrooms ventilated while ensuring the children don’t get too cold. Balancing the 

two is not easy. Stuffy, hot rooms are real breeding grounds for germs but likewise, we 

don’t want the children getting cold and going home feeling unwell. We will try to balance 

the two and hope we have a mild winter. It may be worth thinking about an extra layer if 

your child suffers from the cold at all. In fairness, there are plenty of children who appear to 

be able to resist even the fiercest arctic winds blowing through Shebbear, judging from the 

year round shorts wearing by some! 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Nick Alford 
Headteacher 

 

 



Learning Awards: Awards for this week were given to: 

Teddy Class – Xanthe for her fantastic home reading;  Max for his excellent counting skills; 

Freddie for his brilliant attitude to learning and 100% effort in all he does 

Panda Class – Rachel for the progress she has made in handwriting;  Casey for his reasoning 

skills in maths 

Koala Class – Henry for his riddle about the Corona virus;  Maison for his enthusiastic 

learning 

House points for this week Babbage – 300, Christie – 266, Astor – 230, Drake - 179 

St Michael’s Church Harvest Festival: Four of our pupils have made a virtual contribution to 

the harvest festival being held at St Michael’s Church on Sunday. The children - Adam, 

Ashleigh, Dean and Lexi - did a reading from the Bible. You can see their contribution along 

with the whole service by using this link: www.torridgeteamchurches.org.uk 

Thanks to Waitrose: Many thanks to Waitrose in Holsworthy who have donated some 

French lavender plants which have now been planted in the Teddy class outside area. 

Thanks also to Mrs Shadrick who demonstrated the age old adage about ‘if you don't ask …’ 

Comic Club: Here is a recommendation from Raya’s mum. These are online comic art 

workshops run by James Parsons, who is a published cartoonist. Pre-Covid he ran workshops 

in schools/museums/galleries etc. Covid gave him the idea to do it online (via Zoom) and 

they’re just brilliant. It’s £5 a session and he’s so funny & engaging. There’s no commitment, 

you just sign up to what you fancy. Kids are on it from all over the place. Raya has done a 

few of these. He’s so good at getting the kids into drawing and really it amounts to an hour 

or so of entertainment for £5. The first session we did, Raya drew for 4 hours afterwards!  

https://crazycomicclub.co.uk/ 

Premier League Primary Stars: We took delivery this week of some equipment (including 

football training kit as well as lots of PE lesson resources) as part of the Premier League 

Primary Stars programme. We applied for this months ago and I must confess that I had 

completely forgotten about it, until the box of goodies turned up on Thursday afternoon! 

I’m sure we will get good use out of it. 

Census Day: Many thanks to everyone who had their school lunch yesterday. Crucially, we 

had a 100% take up in reception and KS1 which will really help our lunch funding. Thanks 

also to those in KS2 who had a lunch. Keeping up good numbers of additional meals (on top 

of the universal free ones for the younger children) helps us to balance the books for the 

school kitchen. I hope the children enjoyed their cupcake as much as I did (thanks Vikki). 

School Council: The Children have been learning about the process of democracy while 

voting for their school council members. The children who put their names forward made a 

short speech via a Zoom assembly after which they were all able to vote for their chosen 

candidates. Final results next week. 

 

http://www.torridgeteamchurches.org.uk/
https://crazycomicclub.co.uk/


Parent Governor Vacancy:   I am delighted that we have received two self nominations from 

parents willing to join our governing body.  Ballot papers have been sent home via pupil 

post this afternoon, and you have also been emailed a short statement from each 

candidate.  Votes must be received by 4.30 p.m. next Friday 9th October and counting will 

take place early in the following week. 

Cyber Protect: Devon and Cornwall Police are offering webinars about cyber safety to 

businesses and organisations. The lockdown has seen (sadly) a rise in Cyber Crime so this 

may be of interest to you. Details below: 

                                                   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


