
 

Update for Friday 12th June 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As ever, I hope that you are all keeping safe and well. We have now completed nearly two weeks of 

the wider opening of school. I want to take this opportunity to congratulate the children who have 

been in school for how quickly, and well, they have adapted to the new working conditions. They 

have generally been able to manage the social distancing rules and have been fantastic with things 

such as washing and gelling their hands. To coin the expression, we are in a new normal, but it is 

certainly lovely to hear and see the children in school again.  

You may have seen or heard about the government announcement on Tuesday where they reported 

that the intended return of all primary pupils before the summer holidays would now not be 

possible. I am sure that this is a blow to many of you who were keen for the children to return even 

for just a short time this school year. The reason for this government decision is the inability of 

schools to accommodate the additional numbers while adhering to the current social distancing 

rules.  

Since reopening last week, with relatively few numbers, we have seen a big increase in enquiries for 

spaces in school. The rise has been most significant amongst those wanting a critical worker space. 

We are running three groups or bubbles:  Year 6 pupils in Koala classroom, Reception and Year 1 in 

Teddy and a critical worker group in the Hall (Paddington). Koala and Teddy are receiving more 

formal teaching while the critical worker pupils are supported in undertaking their home learning 

tasks. More traditional teaching would be difficult with the spread of pupils from Year 2 up to Year 5. 

Panda classroom has had to become a storeroom for the furniture and resources we have removed 

from the classrooms and hall to create the maximum space and for items which are more difficult to 

clean. 

All three groups currently have the capacity to take more children but both the Teddy and Critical 

Worker group will have a ceiling on numbers in order to comply with the government guidance (Year 

6 don’t as there are only 10 in the year group).  

We’ve had a few enquiries this week asking for deferred spaces – e.g. to come in for the last few 

weeks of term but not now. The other enquiries have been around getting children back in to school 

as they are struggling to get on with the home learning or would generally benefit from returning. 

While I totally appreciate this, it does have the potential to cause difficulties. In the case of the 

booking spaces ahead of time, we will not be able to do this for any longer than a week ahead – in 

other words, if you asked on Monday for a place the following Monday that would be fine (and 

actually we would appreciate the notice). However, we cannot book places any further ahead (say 

for in July). If there are places available at the time, we will happily welcome the children back but 

you may have to accept that all of the spaces are full. 

The issue about children returning because it will be better for them is a trickier one. We can easily 

take back all the Year 6 children (and would love to see them) and the majority of Reception and 



Year 1. It is the critical worker group where we need to proceed with care. Again, we are happy to 

take pupils who have critical worker parents. However, this should be for those who need it rather 

than want it or in other words because you are not able to have the children at home because of 

working commitments. I appreciate that many Shebbear families are farmers so may work from 

home. However, I also appreciate that at this time of the year there may be tasks that are difficult to 

do when the children are around so, as critical workers, we will be pleased to help out if we can 

(with the children being in school rather than the jobs on the farm!). 

Some parents have said that they only need the places on certain days. This also makes managing 

this much easier for us not least as some of you have been very flexible on the days needed, 

meaning we can accommodate other children on other days where parents have less flexibility in 

their working patterns. 

I hope that this makes the position clear. Please contact the school if you need any further 

clarification. I have no intention of taking the stance some schools have where parents have had to 

jump through hoops in order to get a place. We will try to take as many eligible pupils as we can and 

help both with the children’s learning and allowing adults to get back to work. 

I will discuss this with our Governing Body at our meeting this coming Monday and I am hopeful that 

we will be able to manage everyone’s requests in the coming weeks.  

If it is possible, and this will be very dependent on a number of factors, I would like to work towards 

providing an opportunity for pupils in years 2 to 5 to spend some time in school before the holidays. 

It would be unlikely to extend beyond a day and it would be very much a ‘keep in touch’ type visit 

not dissimilar to a secondary induction day. I cannot guarantee this but we will endeavour to set 

something up in July. 

We have tried to adopt a proactive approach throughout and we will do the same with finding 

spaces for those who need them. All I would ask is that you appreciate the challenges we face.  

In other news …… 

Apologies about the two failed attempts at the Zoom assembly this week. The award winners are 

included on a video which is posted on the Facebook page and school website. The broadband just 

could not cope with it! I am hoping to be able to report some good broadband improvement news in 

the coming weeks. I am going to have a further attempt mid next week. I am going to hopefully dash 

home early one day to do the assembly from there, where the demand on the broadband will be 

less. More details to follow. 

 

This certificate came through from the NSPCC. This was for the 

collection from the Christmas shows so thanks for your kind 

donations.        

 

I would like to extend a huge thank you to Kim Rumsam of Westcountry Concrete Products, based in 

Shebbear, who has kindly donated his services and products and extended the width of the path 

leading to Little Bears and created wider areas at each end.  We are always very grateful for the 

support that we receive from the wider community and Kim’s kind donation is very much 

appreciated by both ourselves and by Little Bears Pre-School.  Thank you so much. 



                  

The rainbow gate and garden is looking amazing and is worth a look if you are passing the school. 

Thanks again to everyone who has contributed and to Mrs Whiting for putting it all together. 

     

It is such a shame that the weather has been so miserable although I am sure the farmers and 

gardeners amongst you will appreciate it. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

All my best wishes. 

Nick Alford 

Headteacher  


