
Reception Curriculum Long Term Plan 2026/27 
 

 Autumn 1 (7 weeks) Autumn 2 (7 weeks) 
 

Spring 1 (6 weeks) Spring 2 (6 weeks) Summer 1 (6 weeks) Summer 2 (8 weeks) 

Topic  History/UW- Great Fire of London 
Science/UW- Materials 
 

Geography/UW- Weather and 
climate 
Science/UW- Materials 
 

History/UW- Women who changed 
history 
Science/UW- Animals inc humans 

Geography/UW- Hot and cold places  
Science/UW- Plants 
 

History/UW- History of transport 
Science/UW - Plants 

Geography/UW- United Kingdom 
Science/UW- Seasons 
 

Building on prior 
learning 

Children draw upon their own experiences of: 

• Different buildings and homes they 
have visited or seen.  

• Everyday materials they use, such as 
wood, plastic, metal, fabric and glass.  

• Talking about events that happened 
before now (e.g. birthdays, holidays 
or when they were younger).  

• Exploring and building with a variety 
of materials through play 

Children build on their 
understanding of: 

• The different materials 
they explored in Autumn 1.  

• Their own experiences of 
different types of weather.  

• Seasonal changes they 
observe in their local 
environment.  

• Choosing appropriate 
clothing for different 
weather conditions.  

• Exploring the outdoor 
environment throughout 
the year. 

Children build on their 
understanding of: 

• The difference between the 
past and the present.  

• That significant events and 
people can be remembered 
because they made a 
difference.  

• Their own bodies and how 
they have grown and 
changed.  

• Similarities and differences 
between themselves and 
other animals.  

• The basic needs of living 
things through everyday 
experiences and caring for 
living creatures. 

Children build on their understanding 
of: 

• That plants are living things 
and grow and change over 
time.  

• What plants need to grow 
and stay healthy.  

• Seasonal changes and how 
weather affects the 
environment.  

• That different places around 
the world have different 
weather and climates.  

• Similarities and differences 
between their local 
environment and other 
places. 

Children build on their understanding 
of: 

• That the past happened 
before now.  

• Familiar forms of transport 
they use in their everyday 
lives.  

• How things change over 
time.  

• That plants are living things 
and grow over time.  

• What plants need to grow 
and stay healthy through 
first-hand experiences of 
planting and caring for 
them. 

Children build on their understanding 
of: 

• Their local area and where 
they live.  

• Different places around the 
world and how they can be 
hotter or colder than where 
we live.  

• Daily weather and seasonal 
changes.  

• How weather changes 
throughout the year.  

• Observing changes in the 
natural environment. 

Children will know:  History 

• The Great Fire of London happened a 
long time ago.  

• The past is different from the 
present.  

• People lived differently in the past.  

• Homes and buildings can change over 
time.  

Science 

• Objects are made from different 
materials.  

• Materials include wood, plastic, 
metal, glass, fabric and paper.  

• Different materials have different 
properties.  

Geography 

• The weather changes from 
day to day.  

• The seasons bring different 
types of weather.  

• Weather affects what we 
wear and what we do.  

• Different places can have 
different weather.  

• We can observe and 
describe the weather.  

Science 

• Some materials are better 
suited to different weather 
conditions.  

• Waterproof materials keep 
us dry.  

• Some materials are warm, 
while others help keep us 
cool.  

• Materials can be chosen 
because of their properties.  

History 

• Some people from the past 
are remembered because 
they changed the world.  

• People can make a 
difference through their 
actions.  

• We can learn about 
significant people from 
books, pictures and 
artefacts.  

Science 

• Animals, including humans, 
are living things.  

• Body parts.  

• Animals have different 
needs and habitats.  

• Living things need food, 
water and air to survive.  

• Humans need food, water, 
exercise, sleep and hygiene 
to stay healthy. 

 

Geography 

• Some places in the world are 
hot and some are cold.  

• Different climates affect the 
plants and animals that live 
there.  

• People and animals adapt to 
where they live.  

Science 

• Plants are living things.  

• Plants need water, light, air 
and suitable temperatures to 
grow.  

• Different plants grow in 
different environments.  

• Plants have different parts, 
including roots, stems, leaves 
and flowers.  

• We can observe how plants 
grow and change over time. 

History 

• Transport has changed over 
time.  

• People travelled differently 
in the past.  

• Some forms of transport 
from the past are different 
from those used today.  

• We can learn about the past 
through photographs, books 
and artefacts.  

Science 

• Plants are living things.  

• Plants grow and change over 
time.  

• Plants need water, light, air 
and suitable conditions to 
grow.  

• Different plants have 
different features.  

• We can observe and 
describe changes as plants 
grow. 

 

Geography 

• We live in the United 
Kingdom.  

• The United Kingdom is made 
up of four countries. 

• We live in England.  

• Our local area is Shebbear, 
Devon.  

• Maps and globes help us 
find places.  

Science 

• There are four seasons.  

• Each season has different 
weather.  

• Plants, animals and people 
change their behaviour 
during different seasons.  

• We can observe changes in 
the weather and natural 
environment throughout the 
year.  

• Day length changes across 
the seasons. 

Progression into Year 
1/2 

History 

• Understand that significant events 
happened before they were born.  

Geography History 

• Learn about the lives of 
significant individuals who 

Geography History 

• Compare transport from the 
past with transport today.  

Geography 

https://www.oddizzi.com/teachers/help/topic-planning/weather-climate-2/
https://www.oddizzi.com/teachers/help/topic-planning/weather-climate-2/
https://www.oddizzi.com/teachers/help/topic-planning/hot-cold-places/


• Compare aspects of life in the past 
with today.  

• Learn about the causes and impact of 
the Great Fire of London.  

Science 

• Identify and name everyday 
materials.  

• Describe simple properties of 
materials.  

• Compare and group materials 
according to their properties. 

  

• Observe and describe 
seasonal and daily weather 
patterns.  

• Name the four seasons.  

• Compare weather in 
different places.  

• Use simple geographical 
vocabulary to describe 
weather and climate.  

Science 

• Identify everyday materials.  

• Describe the simple 
physical properties of 
materials.  

• Explain why certain 
materials are used for 
particular purposes.  

 

have contributed nationally 
or globally.  

• Compare the achievements 
of different significant 
people.  

• Use historical vocabulary 
when discussing the past.  

Science 

• Identify and name a variety 
of common animals.  

• Group animals into simple 
categories (e.g. mammals, 
birds, fish, reptiles and 
amphibians).  

• Identify, name and label 
basic body parts.  

• Describe the basic needs of 
animals, including humans. 

• Name and locate the world's 
seven continents and five 
oceans.  

• Identify hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and 
South Poles.  

• Use simple maps and globes 
to locate places.  

Science 

• Identify and name common 
wild and garden plants.  

• Identify the basic structure of 
flowering plants.  

• Observe and describe how 
plants grow. 

• Use historical vocabulary to 
describe changes over time.  

• Ask and answer simple 
questions about artefacts 
and historical sources.  

• Develop an understanding 
of chronology by sequencing 
transport from oldest to 
newest.  

Science 

• Identify and name common 
wild and garden plants.  

• Identify the basic structure 
of flowering plants, 
including roots, stem, leaves 
and flowers.  

• Observe and describe how 
seeds and bulbs grow into 
mature plants. 

  

• Name and locate the four 
countries and capital cities 
of the United Kingdom.  

• Use simple maps and atlases 
to identify places.  

• Describe geographical 
similarities and differences 
between the local area and 
other parts of the UK.  

Science 

• Observe changes across the 
four seasons.  

• Observe and describe 
weather associated with the 
seasons and how day length 
varies.  

• Record simple weather 
observations over time. 

Key Vocabulary Subject vocabulary: 
History 
past, present, long ago, then, now, before, 
after, timeline, history, event 

Science 
material, object, wood, plastic, metal, glass, 
fabric, paper, brick, stone, waterproof, hard, 
soft, rough, smooth, bend, strong 

Topic vocabulary 
London, fire, bakery, house, building, Samuel 
Pepys, diary, firefighter, leather bucket, fire 
hook 

 

Subject vocabulary 

Geography 
weather, climate, season, autumn, 
winter, spring, summer, rain, wind, 
cloud, sun, snow, frost, temperature 

Science 
material, waterproof, absorbent, 
transparent, rough, smooth, hard, 
soft, fabric, plastic, metal, wood, 
rubber 

Topic vocabulary 
umbrella, waterproof, wellington 
boots, coat, gloves, scarf, sunshine, 
rainfall, forecast, windy, cloudy, 
sunny, snowy, icy, puddle. 

Subject vocabulary 

History 
past, present, history, significant, 
change, achievement, nurse, fossil, 
discover, timeline 

Science 
animal, human, living, body, head, 
arms, legs, eyes, ears, nose, mouth, 
habitat, food, water, exercise, 
healthy, grow 

Topic vocabulary 
nurse, hospital, patient, lamp, fossil, 
dinosaur, skeleton, bones, explore, 
discover, care, healthy 

Subject vocabulary 

Geography 
country, continent, world, map, globe, 
hot, cold, climate, weather, Equator, 
North Pole, South Pole 

Science 
plant, flower, leaf, stem, root, seed, 
bulb, grow, water, light, soil, living 

Topic vocabulary 
desert, rainforest, Arctic, Antarctic, 
cactus, palm tree, iceberg, habitat, 
tropical, freezing, warm, temperature 

 

Subject vocabulary 

History 
sources, past, present, then, now, 
change, transport, vehicle, old, new, 
timeline, compare 

Science 
plant, seed, bulb, root, stem, leaf, 
flower, grow, living, water, light, soil 

Topic vocabulary 
car, bicycle, train, bus, aeroplane, 
boat, horse and cart, steam train, 
electric, journey, travel, wheel, 
engine 

Subject vocabulary 

Geography 
United Kingdom, country, England, 
Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, 
map, globe, capital city, location 

Science 
season, spring, summer, autumn, 
winter, weather, temperature, 
daylight, sunrise, sunset, observe 

Topic vocabulary 
Bideford, Devon, London, Edinburgh, 
Cardiff, Belfast, rain, sunshine, snow, 
frost, windy, cloudy, forecast 

Trips and visitors  • Appledore book festival author visit  • Visit to the church (RE) • Vet visit •  • Rosemoor trip? • Enrichment week 

Events  •  • Harvest 

• Christmas production 

• Children in need • Rednose day 

• Online saftey 

•  • Sports day 

Parent workshops  • Stay and play? • Parents evenings • RWI parent workshop – watch a 
session 

• Parents evening •  • Open evening 

Reading and writing  
 

  Read Write Inc - See English Long Term Plan 
 

Mathematics 
 

  Maths - See Maths Long Term Plan 
 
 

Music 
 

Structure 
Songs: That’s The Way We’re Put Together and Chocolate 
Listening to recordings and recognising musical structure. 
Performance of That’s The Way 

Beat and Metre 
Songs: Crazy Clapping and Warm The Brain 
Count along to music and recognise different time signatures.  
Compose rhythms in different metres. 
 

Musical Terms and Articulation 
Songs: Don’t Joke with a Giraffe and Music Italiano 
Learn basic musical terms found in music (Italian words). 

Physical Education 
 

1. Locomotion: Hopping, Skipping 
2. Gymnastics: Travelling & Jumping 

1. Object Control: Rolling & Kicking 
2. Dance (linked to stories) 

1. Invasion Games: Space Finding 
2. Gymnastics: Pathways & Levels 

1. Target Games (Aiming/Accuracy) 
2. Ball Control with Feet 

1. Striking & Fielding Intro (Bat & Ball 
Basics) 
2. Athletics: Throwing & Mini Races 

1. Outdoor Adventure: Basic Maps 

2. Relay and Cooperative Games 

Curriculum Overview  



  Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Communication 
and language  
 

Communication 
and Language is 
developed through 
high-quality 
interactions, 
vocabulary-rich 
story sessions, 
partner talk, role 
play and sustained 
shared thinking. 

Listening and 
attention 

Children listen attentively to songs, stories and rhymes, responding 
by joining in and following simple instructions with two or more 
parts. They develop good listening behaviours, begin to take turns 
in conversations and respond appropriately to what they hear. 

Children respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and 
actions. They listen carefully in a range of situations, sharing ideas and 
responding appropriately to what others say. 

Children listen attentively and respond with relevant comments, questions 
and actions, showing secure understanding during discussions and 
interactions. 

Speaking Children use talk to express their needs, feelings and ideas, 
communicating with familiar adults and peers using simple 
sentences. They begin to learn and use new vocabulary through 
play, stories and shared experiences. 

Children use talk to organise their thinking, discuss stories and non-fiction 
texts, and share ideas in small groups. They use an increasing range of 
vocabulary to explain their ideas and experiences. 

Children explain events, experiences and ideas in detail using full sentences 
and increasingly accurate past, present and future tense. They participate in 
discussions, offering their own ideas while considering the views of others. 

Key Skills: Listening • Attention • Understanding • Vocabulary • Conversation • Oral explanation 

Listening, attention and understanding 
Children will know: 
• Good listening helps us learn, understand and respond to others.  

• We need to pay attention to important information, instructions and conversations.  

• Asking and answering questions helps us to understand, remember and learn more.  

• Stories, discussions and conversations help us to develop our understanding of the world.  

• Different situations require different listening skills, such as listening to a story, following instructions or joining a 
conversation. 

Speaking  
Children will know:  

• Words can be used to share ideas, needs, thoughts and feelings.  

• Speaking in sentences helps others to understand what we mean.  

• Talk can be used to explain, describe, retell and discuss experiences, stories and ideas.  

• Learning and using new vocabulary helps us communicate more effectively.  

• We can listen and respond to others when taking part in conversations and discussions. 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 
 
PSED is nurtured 
through secure 
relationships, 
consistent routines, 
collaborative play, 
co-regulation and 
adult modelling. 

Self-regulation  Children identify and begin to talk about a range of emotions. They 
begin to manage their feelings and behaviour, developing resilience 
when faced with challenge. They increasingly sit and listen during 
adult-led activities and follow instructions with two or more parts. 

Children recognise how others may be feeling through their words, facial 
expressions and actions. They begin to talk about their own strengths and the 
things they find challenging, showing increasing confidence and resilience.  

Children show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others 
and increasingly regulate their behaviour accordingly. They sustain focused 
attention during learning activities and respond appropriately in a range of 
situations.  

Managing self  Children develop confidence in new routines, begin trying new 
activities and show increasing independence in managing their own 
personal needs, including dressing, toileting and handwashing.  

Children show resilience when faced with challenge, understand and follow 
class and school rules, and begin to explain why healthy choices, such as good 
hygiene, exercise and healthy eating, are important. 

Children confidently try new activities, show perseverance when faced with 
challenge and independently manage their personal needs. They understand 
how healthy choices and their actions contribute to their wellbeing. 

Building 
relationships 

Children form secure relationships with familiar adults and begin to 
build positive relationships with their peers. They learn to take 
turns, share ideas and express their needs and feelings 
appropriately through cooperative play. 

Children use words to solve conflicts, work cooperatively with others and 
develop positive friendships with a wider range of peers. They begin to 
consider the feelings and viewpoints of others during play and learning. 

Children build positive relationships, work and play cooperatively, and show 
empathy, sensitivity and respect for the needs and feelings of others. They 
resolve minor disagreements appropriately and value the contributions of 
others. 

Key skills: Self-regulation • Emotional literacy • Independence • Resilience • Relationships • Cooperation 

Self-regulation  
Children will know: 

• All feelings are valid, but actions and choices should be safe and kind.  

• Feelings can change and may influence our thoughts, behaviour and 
actions.  

• There are different strategies that can help us regulate and manage our 
emotions.  

• Trusted adults and friends can support us when things feel difficult.  

• We can learn to recognise our feelings and make choices about how we 
respond. 

Managing Self  
Children will know: 

• Rules and routines help everyone feel safe, secure and ready to learn.  

• Trying new things and having a go helps us develop confidence and 
improve.  

• Mistakes are a part of learning and help us to develop resilience.  

• Independence helps us manage everyday tasks, personal needs and 
challenges.  

• The choices we make can affect our health, wellbeing and how we 
learn. 

Building Relationships 
Children will know: 

• Friendships are built through kindness, sharing, cooperation and 
showing care for others.  

• People may have different thoughts, feelings, opinions, interests and 
experiences.  

• Taking turns, listening and working together helps play and learning.  

• Problems and disagreements with others can be solved through talking, 
listening and compromise.  

• Showing empathy and respect helps us build positive relationships with 
others. 

Physical 
Development  
 
Physical 
development is 
strengthened 
through outdoor 
play, PE, fine motor 
provision, malleable 
materials, writing 
opportunities and 

Gross motor Children develop balance, coordination and confidence in their 
movements through running, climbing, jumping and negotiating 
obstacles. They explore different movement patterns and learn to 
move safely in a range of environments.  

Children refine their movement control when using large and small 
equipment and develop increasing skill in throwing, kicking, passing and 
catching. They begin to coordinate their movements with greater accuracy 
and confidence.  

Children demonstrate strength, balance and coordination, negotiating space 
safely and moving energetically with confidence and control. They apply their 
movement skills in a range of physical activities and games. 

Fine motor Children strengthen their hand muscles and develop control when 
mark making, drawing and using one-handed tools such as cutlery, 
paintbrushes and pencils. They begin to develop accuracy and care 
when completing fine motor tasks. 

Children refine their pencil grip and develop increasing control and accuracy 
when using scissors, pencils and small tools. They begin to complete fine 
motor tasks with greater independence and precision. 

Children use a range of tools with precision, control and increasing accuracy, 
demonstrating the fine motor skills needed for fluent writing and completing 
everyday tasks independently. 

 

Key Skills: Strength • Balance • Coordination • Core stability • Fine motor control • Tool use  •Spatial awareness 



daily opportunities 
for active movement. 

Gross motor 
Children will know: 
Movement and physical activity help develop strength, balance and coordination.  
Different movements and activities require control of different parts of the body.  
Practice, perseverance and effort help us improve our physical skills.  
We can move safely by being aware of space, equipment and the people around us.  
We can use our bodies in different ways for different purposes, such as travelling, balancing, throwing and catching. 

Fine motor 
Children will know: 
Hands and fingers need strength, coordination and control to complete small movements.  
Fine motor control supports drawing, writing, dressing and using tools effectively.  
Different tools require different grips, movements and levels of control.  
Practice helps us improve our precision, accuracy and control.  
We can develop independence by using our fine motor skills in everyday tasks. 

Literacy  
 
Literacy develops 
through daily 
phonics (RWI), 
story immersion 
(TTS), writing 
opportunities and 
oracy. 
 

Comprehension    

Word reading     

Writing     

 

Maths  
 
Maths is developed 
through Mastering 
number and abacus 
explicit teaching, 
manipulatives and 
problem solving in 
provision. 

Number    

Numerical 
patterns  

   

 

Understanding the 
World 
 
UW develops 
through enquiry, 
observation, 
discussion, stories, 
non-fiction, 
investigation and 
meaningful real-life 
experiences. 

Past and 
present  

Children talk about themselves, their families and changes in their 
own lives. They begin to understand that the past happened before 
now and compare old and new through toys, homes and familiar 
artefacts. 

Children compare past and present through stories, photographs and 
artefacts. They learn about significant people from the past and begin to 
understand how their actions changed the lives of others. They recognise that 
aspects of life, such as healthcare and jobs, can change over time.  

Children understand similarities and differences between life now and in the 
past by exploring how transport and journeys have changed over time. They 
use stories, photographs and artefacts to recognise that the way people 
travel and live has changed.  

People, culture 
and 
communities  

Children explore their families, homes and local community, 
recognising similarities and differences between themselves and 
others. They begin to understand that people live in different 
communities and places. 

Children learn about people who help us, celebrations and different 
communities, developing an awareness that people have different 
experiences, beliefs and ways of living. They recognise similarities and 
differences between themselves and others. 

Children describe their environment and develop an understanding of the 
United Kingdom. They use stories, maps and discussion to compare their 
local area with other places and recognise that people live in different 
environments and communities. 

The Natural 
World  

Children observe seasonal changes and explore the natural world 
through weather, materials and sensory experiences. They begin to 
understand that objects are made from different materials and that 
materials have different properties. 

Children investigate plants, animals and habitats through observation and 
exploration. They develop an understanding that living things grow, change 
and have different needs. 

Children compare different environments and explain important natural 
processes, including plant life cycles, seasonal changes and changes they 
observe in the natural world. They understand that living things grow, 
change and adapt to their surroundings. 

Key Skills: Observation • Enquiry • Comparison • Change over time • Community awareness • Environmental understanding •Reasoning 

Past and present 
Children will know: 

• The past means before now.  

• Things change over time, while some things stay the same.  

• We can learn about the past through stories, photographs, artefacts 
and the experiences of others.  

• People, places, objects and ways of life have changed over time.  

• People’s lives in the past may have been different from life today. 

People, Culture and Communities  
Children will know:  

• People belong to families, groups and communities.  

• Families and communities can be similar and different.  

• People have different roles, responsibilities and jobs within 
communities.  

• People may celebrate, live and work in different ways.  

• Places around the world can be similar to or different from where we 
live. 

The Natural World  
Children will know:  

• Living things grow, change and have different needs over time.  

• Plants and animals need suitable conditions and care to survive and 
thrive.  

• Weather, seasons and environments change throughout the year.  

• Materials have different properties and can change when they are used 
or altered.  

• Different environments support different plants and animals. 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 
 
EAD develops 
through music, 
open-ended 
creation, role play 

Creating with 
Materials  

Children explore a range of materials, colours, textures and 
techniques through sensory and process-led experiences. They 
experiment with different ways to manipulate, combine and join 
materials, beginning to create simple representations and 
outcomes.  

Children select tools and materials with increasing purpose. They develop 
techniques such as cutting, sticking, printing, joining and shaping, and begin to 
explain their creative choices and the processes they have used.  

Children combine materials and techniques intentionally to create and 
develop their ideas. They adapt, improve and refine their creations, 
explaining the processes they have used and talking about their final 
outcomes.  

Being 
Imaginative 
and expressive  

Children use their imagination in play, join in with songs, rhymes 
and music, and begin to retell familiar stories through role play, 
small world play and creative activities. 

Children sustain imaginative play, adapt familiar stories and develop their own 
narratives through role play, small world play and creative activities. They 
respond to rhythm, music and sound with increasing confidence. 

Children invent, adapt and perform stories, songs and imaginative scenarios 
with creativity, expression and confidence. They use their imagination to 
develop their own ideas and respond creatively through music, movement, 
role play and performance. 



and imaginative 
exploration. 

Key Skills: Creating • Designing • Evaluating • Music • Storytelling • Evaluation • Imagination • Performance 
 

Creating with materials  
Children will know: 

• Different materials have different properties and can be used for different purposes.  

• Tools can be used in different ways to create, shape and change materials.  

• Materials can be cut, joined, shaped, combined and transformed to create ideas.  

• Creative ideas can be developed, changed and improved through experimentation.  

• Artists and designers make choices about colour, shape, texture, pattern and form. 

Being imaginative  
Children will know:  

• Stories, music, art and experiences can inspire imagination, play and creativity.  

• Objects, props and materials can represent other things in imaginative play.  

• Songs, movement, music and role play can be used to communicate ideas, stories and feelings.  

• Stories and narratives can be adapted, invented and retold.  

• People express ideas, emotions and experiences in different creative ways. 

 


